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NEWSLETTER 17th September 2021 

VALUE: Thankfulness 
“Every time I think of you I give thanks to my God.” Philippians 1.3 

“Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude. Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness. Thankfulness 
may consist merely of words. Gratitude is shown in acts.” ~ Henri Frederic Amiel 
 

 

 
Counting activity on  the Clever Touch Screen 

 

Buddy Reading  
  

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

This week, the Reception children have started their 
full days.  They are settling into their class 
exceedingly well and as part of supporting their social 
integration into the school, they met their Diamond 
Class buddies today.  The older buddies all thoroughly 
enjoyed being responsible and helpful and playing in 
the Reception outdoor area.  We have reserve buddies 
in mind for when the allure of football with 
classmates becomes too much and the novelty wears 
off (as it may for some). It is great to see the family 
feel re-establishing after the isolation of last year. 

 
Another 

example of this 
is the buddy 

reading. 
Children are 

thoughtfully 
paired up to 
provide an 
opportunity for 
older children to 

provide a role model of fluent reading to younger 
ones and provide specific help.  This will be a weekly 
event and I am sure will have a positive impact on the 
progress made in reading by the younger ones.  Just a 
quick nag that we really need you to read with your 
child most nights as this has a huge impact on this 
vital skill (and please sign the book). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diamond class have led the way in voting for a range 
of positions of responsibility.  We have a number of 
different teams and roles as we want to encourage 
them all in their own development of leadership and 
communication skills and to build on different 
strengths and abilities.  
 
Well done to Marcia and Marlon who were chosen as 
Prefects and Mya and Arlo for being selected as the 
Senior Prefects.  Well done also to Charlie Sh, Josh, 
Archie and Teddy who are the new sports captains. 
The senior prefects have already been busy writing 
certificates that they, and the other prefects will be 
presenting in this afternoon’s celebration assembly. 
More information about some of the other teams 
including a full list of who is taking all of the different 
roles will be shared with you next week.  
 
I am aware that they are all eagerly awaiting their 
badges, which are on order. The new position of 
Spellbrook Journalists has been filled by Frank and 
Natasha and their first report is included below. 
 
Just a reminder that the closing date for nominations 
for parent governor is Friday 24th September. 
 
Have a good weekend and stay safe. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 



 

 
Stone age necklaces 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Revd Debbie writes:  

Last weekend, I went to the Scarecrow Festival at High 

Wych.  As well as more traditional scarecrows, there were 

some amazing straw creations of Peter Rabbit, The Owl and 

the Pussy Cat, Popeye, and Postman Pat to name but a 

few.  It reminded me of Scarecrow from The Wizard of Oz 

and Worzel Gummidge, with their straw brains. 

 

Their lack of brains - or lack of wisdom - is something I know I lack at times in my own 

life.  In those moments, I wish I could screw on my thinking head, just as Worzel Gummidge does at times 

when he needs an added boost of intelligence.  Or perhaps I should just turn to the Bible’s book of Wisdom. 

 

The book of Wisdom gets the reader to desire a life of virtue over 

wickedness.  It served to call God’s chosen people from falling away from 

their faith in God in exchange for the faulty wisdom of the world.  The 

text also serves as a warning to us today: it’s easy to place ourselves in 

the position of the righteous and feel as though the rest of the world is 

unwise, ungodly and seeking our ruin.  

 

So, before we think too badly of the world 

- or too highly of ourselves - perhaps we should stop and remember Scaregrow 

and Worzel.  Both remind us not only that we do sometimes speak without 

engaging our brains but that we need to choose to use our brains for good 

purposes. 

God bless, 

Revd Debbie  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Reception 
 Lucas for always helping, especially as a friend. 

Year 1 
 Lisa for always listening beautifully on the carpet. 

Year 2 
 Harry F for being more focused when working 

independently. 

Year 3 
 Jacob for fantastic ideas on his 

thinking side during English. 

 

Year 4 
 Maizee-Leigh for overcoming her fear of going 

swimming. 

Year 5 

 Olivia for becoming more confident in her 

learning. 

Year 6 

 George for his helpfulness in class all week. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK   PE DAYS 

Year 4 

Joshua 

 

Year 5 

Charlie Sa 

Marlon 

 

 

  Ruby Class –  Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Sapphire Class – Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Emerald Class –  Wednesday & Friday  
 
Diamond Class –  Monday & Wednesday 
 
Children should come to school dressed in their PE kit.   As the 
weather turns colder, please ensure that your child wears warm 
clothing i.e. navy blue PE joggers/zip-up hooded jacket and a 
weather-proof coat. 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance  - 92.3% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
. 

 
Please contact school on 
the first day of any 
absence.  This can be done 
by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving 
a message on the absence 
line.   
 
If you are going to be late, 
please also advise the 
school office to ensure a 
meal is ordered in time. 

  Emerald Trip to Celtic Harmony is on Monday 

20th September.  The children will be leaving 

school at 9.10 am and returning by 3.40 pm. 

 Afterschool Sports Clubs – the school now runs 

afterschool clubs on a Tuesday (Reception to 

Year 2) and Wednesday (Year 3 to 6) from 3.30-

4.30 pm.  The cost of the clubs is £2 per day.  

Bookings can be made on School Gateway. 

 Nasal Flu Immunisation Consent – if you have 
not yet returned the form, please complete and 

return to school by Monday 20th September.  

This needs to be completed even if you are 

opting out. 

 Year 1 to 3 Trip to Sealife Adventure – the trip 

has been rescheduled to Tuesday 5th October.  

Children will be leaving school at 9.00 am and 

returning by 3.15 pm.  All children should be in full 

uniform. 

 PTA Bags to School – a huge thank you to all the 

parents and carers who donated items.  The PTA 

raised £75! 

 



NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  Beef Bolognaise (Red) 

 Vegetarian Sausages (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Chicken Fillet with Rice (Red) 

 Macaroni Cheese (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Pork (Red) 

 Quorn Fillet with Roast Potatoes 

(Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Beef Burger (Red) 

 Vegetarian Roll with Diced 

Potatoes (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Friday  Salmon Fish Fingers (Red) 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

 

  

Date Event 

20/09/21 Emerald trip to Celtic Harmony 

05/10/21 Year 1 to 3 Trip to Southend 

08/10/21 Year 6 – School Nurse Visit 

11/10/21 Individual/Sibling Photos 

20/10/21 Nasal Flu Vaccine – Rec to Year 6 

22/10/21 Inset 2 

25/10/21 -
29/10/21 

Half Term 

15/12/21 Emerald Class Swimming – Last Lesson 

21/12/21 Last Day of Term 

05/01/22 Inset 3 

06/01/22 First Day Back 

14/02/22 – 
18/02/22 

Half Term 

31/03/22 Last Day of Term 

01/04/22 Inset 4 

19/04/22 First Day Back 

30/05/22 – 
03/06/22 

Half Term 

06/06/22 Inset 5 

20/07/22 Last Day of Term 

21/07/22 Occasional Day 

22/07/21 Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu 
 

 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 
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https://beezeebodies.com/programs/families-
live/?utm_source=parent-
mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=june&utm_cam
paign=herts 
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