
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 10th December 2021 

VALUE: Trust 
“No one who gossips can be trusted with a secret, but you can put confidence in 

someone who is trustworthy.” Proverbs 11:13 

 
Theme for the week: BELIEVING GOD HAS A PLAN FOR OUR LIVES 

 

    
 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

The Christmas season is 
coming to life in school 
now.  Our tree looks lovely 
and there are decorations 
up. I keep hearing about 
the mischievous antics of 
class Elf’s and the 
excitement is certainly 
building. Yesterday, we 
had a lovely trip to the 
pantomime and our 
careful plans all came 
together nicely.  The staff at lunchtime worked 
really well to get through lunch early and to make 
sure everyone was ready to go at the specific 

times.  Not an easy task with 
a hundred excitable 
children. As we were the 
only ones at the theatre, we 
were able to work with the 
staff to ensure the Covid-
safe plans were reasonable 

and I trust fully effective.  The staff at South Mill 
Arts in Bishop's Stortford were extremely 
accommodating. The children really enjoyed 
themselves and an extra thank you to the PTA 
who provided the ‘not very healthy’ snacks for 
the children to enjoy during the interval. It is 
Christmas.  Thank you to all the parents for being 
on time to pick up and to the staff as well for the 
efficient manner in which that took place.   

 



Our Journalist Frank and Natasha have written a 
super report.  Our children are lucky that we 
have been able to enjoy such a festive tradition 
like a trip out to the pantomime. Oh no they are 
not!  Sorry, couldn’t resist that one. 
 
I have seen lots of practicing for the EYFS/ KS1 
Nativity and have also heard children in the other 
classes learning Christmas songs for the PTA 
event and the Christmas service in the Church. I 
truly hope that we are able to go ahead with each 
of these events. We will post more pictures up 
next week. 
 

Next Thursday is Christmas Lunch Day, which I missed last 
year as I was isolating. It is also Christmas Jumper Day and 
this year we are asking if children could bring a donation of a 
£1 so that we can take part in the national Save the Children 
Christmas Jumper event. This is such a worthwhile charity 
and every little donation can make a difference. I know the 
children are already supporting a local charity through their 
involvement with the PTA event so it would be fantastic to 
also help this one with a global dimension. Instead of sending 
Christmas cards to all the staff some of us will be giving a 
donation to this charity. 
 
Have a good weekend and stay safe. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 

 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Fr Simon writes:  
Candles seem to be at the heart of so much that we do at this time 
of year.  At Great St Mary’s, during the switching on of the town’s 
Christmas lights, we lit the church up in candlelight to create an 
oasis of calm.  We’ve also had the candlelit Advent Carol Service, 
the Christingle Service last Sunday, and we look forward to our 
candlelit Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 19th December. 
 
Whether a conventional believer or not, candles, it seems, are a wonderful way, during this dark season, 
to express our belief in something greater than ourselves; something which is good which can dispel 
the darkness of our world - the frequent darkness of our news headlines.  
 
Therefore, it’s perhaps no surprise that candles are, for many, an important means of expressing 
ourselves when words are hard to find; praying either to God or at least to some sense of a greater good. 
 

That can be done at home.  But it’s of no surprise to me that, 
throughout the year, many come into church - be they 
believers or not - to light a candle on our candle stand to 
express their emotions.  
 
Sometimes those are emotions 
of thanks and gratefulness.  
Sometimes they’re perhaps 
emotions of joy and praise.  
But, most of all I suspect, 
candles are lit in 
remembrance, in hope, in 

sorrow, in desperation; a symbol of our desire for goodness to break 
through the veil of darkness. 
 
And so, particularly at this time of year, each candle is in some way a 
reflection of that Light which came into the darkness of our world in Bethlehem - Jesus, the Light of the 
world.  As the light of the candle brightens the darkness, so our existence is brightened by the life of 
Jesus. 
 
May Christ, the Light of the World, be with you this Christmas. 

Fr Simon 

 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 Jessie K for great effort in lessons, especially 

Maths. 

Sapphire 
 Flora for hard work on learning lines for the 

Nativity. 

 Lilly for good listening and concentration. 

 

 

Emerald 
 Percy for working really hard on his writing. 

 Dominic for thoughtfulness and being caring. 

 

Diamond 

 Joe for always being helpful. 

 Charlie Sa for making good connections in English. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK   PE DAYS 

 
 

Sapphire 

Harvey 

  Ruby Class –  Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Sapphire Class – Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Emerald Class –  Wednesday & Friday  
 
Diamond Class –  Monday & Wednesday 
 
Children should come to school dressed in their PE kit.   As the 
weather turns colder, please ensure that your child wears warm 
clothing i.e. navy blue PE joggers/zip-up hooded jacket and a 
weather-proof coat. 
 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 95.7% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
. 

 
Please contact school on 
the first day of any 
absence.  This can be 
done by calling 01279 
723 204, Option 1 and 
then leaving a message 
on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, 
please also advise the 
school office to ensure a 
meal is ordered in time. 

  Nativity Performance – parents/carers of 

children in Ruby & Sapphire are invited to attend 

on either Monday 13th December at 2.30 pm, 

Tuesday 14th December at 4.45 pm or 

Wednesday 15th December at 2.30 pm.  Children 

in Ruby & Sapphire will finish at the usual time of 

3.15 pm on Monday 13th & Wednesday 15th 

December and at 5.30 pm on Tuesday 14th 

December. 

 

 PTA Christmas Gift Shop opens on Monday 13th 

December.  Gifts are wrapped ready to go under 

the tree at £3 each while stocks last.  Children can 

bring in money in a named envelope/purse. 

 

 Christmas Lunch is on Thursday 16th 

December.  We would like to invite children who 

do not normally have a school dinner, to take part.  

For more information, please see the separate 

email sent out. 

 

 PTA Christmas Carols is on Thursday 19th 

December from 3.30 to 5.00 pm.  Please see the 

posters below for more information. 



NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  Pork Sausages with Gravy (Red) 

 Quorn Pattie in a Bun (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Lamb Slice (Red) 

 Macaroni Cheese (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Beef (Red) 

 Veggie ‘Meat Free Balls’ (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Chicken Deli Wrap with Rice (Red) 

 Italian Pasta Bake (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Friday  Battered Fish Fillet (Red) 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

 

  

Date Event 

13/12/21 – 
17/12/21 

PTA Christmas Shop 

14/12/21 Nativity Performance 1 @ 4.45 pm 

15/15/21 Nativity Performance 2 @ 2.30 pm 

15/12/21 Emerald Class Swimming – Last Lesson 

16/12/21 Christmas Jumper Day 

16/12/21 Christmas Lunch 

16/12/21 PTA Christmas Carols 

17/12/21 Christmas Service @ Great St Mary’s 

21/12/21 Last Day of Term 

05/01/22 Inset 3 

06/01/22 First Day Back 

14/02/22 – 
18/02/22 

Half Term 

31/03/22 Last Day of Term 

01/04/22 Inset 4 

19/04/22 First Day Back 

30/05/22 – 
03/06/22 

Half Term 

06/06/22 Inset 5 

08/06/22 – 
10/06/22 

Diamond Class Residential 

20/07/22 Last Day of Term 

21/07/22 Occasional Day 

22/07/21 Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu 
 

 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 
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