
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 4th March 2022 

VALUE: JUSTICE 
Focus: Making Wise Decisions 

‘Learn to do right. Seek justice.’ Isaiah 1.17 
 

    

    
World Book Day 

 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

This has been a busy week at Spellbrook. On 
Wednesday, we had a special 
service led by Father Simon and 
Reverend Debbie to mark Ash 
Wednesday.  The children 
found out about the 
significance of Ash Wednesday 
as the start of Lent, recognising 
the time when Jesus went into 
the desert for 40 days and 
nights.  They thought about the 
way that Christians focus on repentance and preparing 
for Easter.  Many of the children chose to have a cross 
marked in ash. Some chose to have it on their 

foreheads, others on the backs 
of their hands. 

 
On Thursday, as well as World 
Book Day, we had a visit from 
Mrs Anne Gorolini who is our 
Hertfordshire Improvement 
Partner. Her role is to come 

into school to assist in review and evaluation and 
provide information and evidence on School 
Development for myself and the Governors. When 
Ofsted came, the recognition that we are now a good 
school was very reassuring and rewarding, but it is 
important that we keep developing.  After a few years 
of intense focus on developing the curriculum for 
English and Maths, we are now in a position to sustain 
that, but also put more time and attention into other 

We have also been celebrating World Book Day and 
children and staff dressed up as favourite story 
characters.  There were so many different costumes 
and during the day the children enjoyed 
sharing who they had come as and 
where those characters originate from. 
Emerald class drew selfies of 

themselves as their 
chosen character. 
There were many 
children and even 
staff, from J K 
Rowling’s Wizarding 
World; comic book and fairy tale 
heroes and villains; Roald Dahl 
favourites and familiar 
characters from 
classics such as the 
Wizard of Oz and 

Winnie the Pooh. Each class had extra 
reading and story times and each class 
contributed to a whole school story.  
Ruby Class started it off and the others 
added to it.  It was inspired by the story 
“The Day the Crayons Quit” and was 
titled, “The Day the Fruit Quit.” It is about a day in 
school when the fruit for Ruby Class’s snacks decide 
they have had enough, disappear and leave letters 
explaining their grievances. It reads very well and we 
are now adding some illustrations. We will put the 
finished article on our school website. 



subjects. Our recent focus has been some of the 
humanities subjects and Mrs Gorolini came in to review 
the impact.  She talked to staff and children and looked 
at the work in books.  One of our key aims is to ensure 

that all of the children fully understood 
the key ideas and related vocabulary for 
each topic and that they retain it. I am 
sure you can all think of occasions when 
you have learned something but a short 

time later are unable to recall it.  This is something we 
are trying to address and for some teachers and 
children this can be quite a challenge.  Mrs Gorolini was 
able to report that we are having success and the 
strategies we are following are having a positive 
impact. 

On a very different note, I have a 17 year old daughter 
who is currently studying 3D design as part of her A-
levels and is trying to organise some work experience 
for the summer.  If anyone works in product design and 
would be able to offer a week’s work experience for a 
very capable and hardworking young person at the 
beginning of July, we would be most grateful and I 
would welcome any discussions about possibilities. 
 
Have a lovely weekend and stay safe. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 

   

 

      
  We have some new resources for music.  Sapphire class have enjoyed using the new glockenspiels 

 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Revd Debbie writes: 

Before moving to Sawbridgeworth, my husband and I used 

to live in London just around the corner from the Ukrainian 

Cathedral – the place which Boris Johnson visited earlier this 

week.  We passed it by most days on our way to and from 

work, and on the way to church every Sunday when we 

would see crowds of cheerful people greeting friends and 

family on their way to worship.  We even had the pleasure 

of meeting members of the congregation when we were 

given a grand tour of the beautiful cathedral during an open 

day. 

 

Oh how sad, worried and mournful they must be now as they watch the destruction of their homeland on 

their TV screens, and how proud they must be of the people of Ukraine and of the Ukrainian President 



Volodymyr Zelensky.  Addressing the European Parliament the other day, he told members of the EU: 

“Nobody is going to break us.  We are Ukrainian.” 

 

There was a sight I used to look forward to witnessing every year on 

Easter Day outside the Ukrainian Cathedral: joyful women and children 

carrying brightly adorned baskets full of beautifully painted Easter Eggs 

and traditional food.  My hope is that, as soon as this Easter, they may 

joyfully gather once again, in the knowledge that peace has prevailed 

in their homeland. 

 

In the meantime, my thoughts and prayers are with the people of 

Ukraine. 

 

May our Lord truly grant us peace.  

Revd Debbie 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
 

  
 

           

 

 

No Birthdays This Week          

 

 

 

 

         No Birthdays This Week 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby  
 Jessie for good contributions during carpet time. 

Sapphire 
 Henry for good effort in lessons. 
 Poppy for lovely RE work. 

 Emerald 
 Harry S for trying really hard and focusing on his 

work. 

 Izzy for fantastic RE work. 

 

Diamond 

 Sam for excellent work in Maths. 

 Charlie S for all round focus and hard work. 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 96% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 

96% 
Please contact school on the first 
day of any absence.  This can be 
done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a 
message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please 
also advise the school office to 
ensure a meal is ordered in time. 

  PTA Non-Uniform Day is on Friday 11th March.  

We are inviting children to bring in a donation of a 

new or unused toy, book, craft set or game rather 

than a monetary contribution. 

 

 Dinner Money – Please ensure that your child’s 

dinner account is in credit at all times.   

 

 



Changes to the Highway Code 
 
Are you aware of the changes to the 
Highway Code? 
 
You must leave as much space for 
cyclists as you would if you were 
overtaking a car when driving. 
 
Below is the link to the Highway Code 
for more information. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-
highway-code  
 
 
Written by our Spellbrook JTAs 
Bobby Cohen and Kimora-Lee 
Herbert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  Chicken & Sweetcorn Meatballs 

(Red) 

 Tortilla Stack (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Organic Beef Bolognaise (Red) 

 Cheese & Leek Slice (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Pork (Red) 

 Quorn Fillet (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Chicken Pie (Red) 

 Sticky Vegetarian Sausages 

(Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Friday  Fish Fillet Fingers (Red) 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 
 

  

Date Event 

11/03/22 PTA Non-Uniform Day 

17/03/22 Reception Weight & Height Screening 
21/03/22 – 
25/03/22 

PTA Mother’s Day Gift Shop 

30/03/22 Sapphire Class Last Swimming Lesson 

31/03/22 PTA Easter Egg Hunt 

31/03/22 Last Day of Term 

01/04/22 Inset 4 

19/04/22 First Day Back 

02/05/22 Bank Holiday 

03/05/22 Class Photos 

30/05/22 – 
03/06/22 

Half Term 

06/06/22 Inset 5 

08/06/22 – 
10/06/22 

Diamond Class Residential 

14/07/22 Secondary Transition Day 

20/07/22 Last Day of Term 

21/07/22 Occasional Day 

22/07/21 Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 
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