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Easter Service 2022 

 

 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

I am very pleased to be back in school today.  It is quite frustrating not being able to do so and I sympathise with 
everyone who has had the virus. With regards to Covid-19, we shall be reviewing our expectations and 
guidelines over the break in the light of the expected changes from the Government. Hertfordshire County 
Council have sent out this advice and there is additional information at this website 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving  
 
The simple steps people are encouraged to follow are: 
 
 Be kind – respect people wearing masks or keeping their distance from you. They may well be very 

vulnerable to infection. 
 Be informed – know your level of risk and get good, trusted advice on managing it. 
 Be vaccinated or boosted – ensure you and those around you are vaccinated when invited. 
 Be safe – manage your risk when socially mixing (hands, face, space, fresh air). 
 Be prepared – if you get Covid, stay at home and get early treatment should you need it. 
 Be supported – as well as your family and friends, HertsHelp can offer support. 
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving


Yesterday was our Easter Service.  Last Easter we had recently returned 
from lockdown and held our service outside.  
 
This year, due to our recent outbreak we have again had to restrict the 
way the service has been held. Although our hall is quite small, we can 
open the panels and extend into two of the classrooms. This has been 
very useful when needing to create more space.  
 
Thank you to Father Simon for leading the service. He contacted me 
afterwards and let me know that the children had sung very well.  I do 
value the times that all the staff and children can get together with a 

shared focus, benefiting from activities that involve everyone in some way and develop that sense of community. 
All schools do this, but I do feel there is a difference in a small school where everyone really knows everyone 
else.   
 
Over recent weeks, the children have been learning about Easter.  This is done at different levels throughout the 
school, starting with the basic story for Ruby class, reinforcing and developing that in Sapphire class and 
considering deep questions such as, ”Why do Christian’s call the day that Jesus died, Good Friday?” in Emerald 
class and thinking through what sacrifice is and the significance to Christianity in Diamond class. The depth of 
understanding that children can demonstrate is surprising to many and one of the reasons that many of us love 
teaching.  
 
Today has been the last day with us for two much loved members of our team.  Mr Cattlin 
has been such a fantastic Premises Manager, completing all of the aspects of the role with 
a smile and always willing to lend a hand.  He begins a well-deserved retirement, although 
I strongly suspect there will be very little ‘putting his feet up’ and many little and not so 
little tasks for him to get on with.   
 
Miss Hayward came to school as the administrator and over the last two years has taken 
the role of Business Manager.  This is such an important role and underpins everything 
in terms of money and staffing and is a huge amount of responsibility.  She has been so helpful in many ways, a 
great member of the team also being prepared help out with anything else that needs doing, including managing 
the lunch hall when we have been short-staffed. She leaves to take on another role that uses her financial 
expertise.  Over my career, I have worked with many colleagues and I can honestly say that the respect I have 
for both Mr Cattlin and Ms Hayward is second to none.  We all thank them very much and wish them well. 
 
Despite the rather mixed weather at the moment, some of the more optimistic forecasters are suggesting a sunny 
Easter.  I hope that is the case and we can all enjoy being outside, having fun with our families as well as perhaps 
enjoying an Easter egg or two, I certainly intend to.  I hope that you all remain safe and well and we see everyone 
back ready for a hardworking and fun summer term. 
 
Have a lovely Easter break. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Fr Simon writes:  
I know that the past few weeks have been so difficult for the school because of the 
challenges of Covid.  The teachers, staff and pupils have done a brilliant job of keeping 
things going as normally as possible.  
 
Sadly though, because of the difficulties, the children weren’t able to get to the church 
for their end of term Easter service yesterday.  That didn’t stop Revd Debbie, our Lay 
Minister Diana Kitson and me getting into school yesterday though for an uplifting moment with the whole 
school.  Readings were delivered with panache, and songs were sung with gusto. 
 

Easter 2021 



And having heard the story about Jesus being welcomed into old Jerusalem, riding 
on the back of a donkey, we reflected how, only days later, the crowd turned on him 
and cried for him to be crucified. 
 
I shared with the children my brother’s experience of being an Aston Villa supporter.  
I've always had a soft spot for the team too; when I was growing up, they were our 
nearest Premiership - or, in old money, First Division - team to where we lived.  So, 
on several occasions, I’ve been to Villa Park with him.  And there’s always been a 

great atmosphere. 
 
But it has to be said: a few years ago, Villa weren’t so popular.  They were losing 
games left, right and centre, and dropped into the Championship league.  And, 
when you went to a match at that time, the atmosphere was no longer one of joy 
but of disillusionment.  The cheers of celebration had turned into the jeers of 
failure, and, for a while, many of the faithful Villa fans stopped supporting them. 
 
I wondered with the children yesterday during our end of term service how Jesus must have felt when his 
popularity waned in the course of just one week when the crowd’s cheers of celebration turned into jeers of 
hatred. 
 
I’m delighted to say that Aston Villa, back in the Premiership, aren’t doing too badly again now, and the great 
atmosphere is back. 
 
I’m also delighted to say that Jesus’ followers also have something to cheer about.  The betrayal of Jesus may have 
resulted in his death on a Roman cross.  But only three days later - on that first Easter Day - he rose again to new 
life.  His resurrection proved to his followers that Jesus is more than a good man.  It proved to them that he is 
what he said he is: the Son of God. 
 
The only decision we have to make this Easter is whether we are going to 
support him or are we going to turn our backs on him.  Are we going to cheer 
for him or jeer him? 
 
May I, on behalf of Revd Debbie, Di and all of us at Great St Mary’s, wish you a 
wonderful, fun and refreshing Easter holiday. 
 
God bless you. 

Fr Simon 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK AND OVER THE EASTER BREAK 
 

  

               Emerald                Diamond                

               Stanley H             Charlie Sh. 
                                              

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby  
 Connor for outstanding improvement in phonics 

and writing. 

Sapphire 
 Georgia for being a good role model. 
 Donnie for good recall of number facts. 

 Emerald 
 Jim for super effort with his poem. 

 Hudson for really focusing on his presentation. 

 

Diamond 

 Celia for excellent work in science. 

 Josh for good focus in Maths all week. 



ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 81.1% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 

96% 
 
Please contact school on the 
first day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 
723 204, Option 1 and then 
leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, 
please also advise the 
school office to ensure a 
meal is ordered in time. 

  School resumes on Tuesday 19th April at the 

usual time. 

 
 Common ‘Health’ Games – children in Year 4 & 5 

will be participating in sporting activities at 

Birchwood High School on Tuesday 19th April.  

Children will need to be picked up promptly from 

Birchwood at 3.30 pm. 

 

 The Gardening Club resumes on Wednesday 27th 

April to Wednesday 25th May from 3.20 – 4.30 

pm.  If you would like your child to attend, please 

see the form below for details on how to book a 

place. 

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  Macaroni Cheese (Red) 

 Vegan Chilli (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Chicken Pie (Red) 

 Mild Vegetable Curry (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Pork (Red) 

 Vegan Sausages (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Beef Burger (Red) 

 BBQ Quorn Fillet (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Friday  Battered Fish (Red) 

 Cheese and Tomato Pizza (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 
 

  

Date Event 

19/04/22 First Day Back 

02/05/22 Bank Holiday 

03/05/22 Class Photos 

30/05/22 – 
03/06/22 

Half Term 

06/06/22 Inset 5 

08/06/22 – 
10/06/22 

Diamond Class Residential 

14/07/22 Secondary Transition Day 

20/07/22 Last Day of Term 

21/07/22 Occasional Day 

22/07/21 Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu 

01/09/22 Inset 1 

02/09/22 Inset 2 

05/09/22 First Day Back 

24/10/22 – 
28/10/22 

Half Term 

02/12/22 Occasional Day 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk
http://www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UKRAINE SUPPORT IN SAWBRIDGEWORTH AND HERTFORDSHIRE 
 

Apply to be a sponsor: the Government have launched a sponsorship scheme to match people, charities, businesses and 
community groups to Ukrainians who do not have family ties to the UK.  More details on the scheme can be found on 
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/ 
 
We have a local Facebook page for people who have registered to host guests from Ukraine plus people who are unable to host 
but can provide other forms of support: https://www.facebook.com/groups/homesforukrainesawbridgeworthsupportgroup/ 
 
Herts County Council support page: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/ukraine-support-in-
hertfordshire.aspx  
 
What the County Council are doing: working with the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities, and with local 
partners, to plan for what role we would play if people fleeing from Ukraine are temporarily located in Hertfordshire. 
 
How you can help: the best way to provide humanitarian help for the people of Ukraine is through financial donations to 
organisations with a presence in the region.  There are many organisations across the UK and internationally who have launched 
appeals to raise money towards providing humanitarian relief in Ukraine.  The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine 
Appeal is one such appeal and also UK Government matched.  The money raised will fund food, water, medicine, protection and 
trauma care for people fleeing the war. 
 
The Charity Commission and Fundraising Regulator have urged to ‘give safely’ to registered charities supporting those affected in 
Ukraine.  To ensure the credibility of UK charities, please visit central government’s charity register You can find more information 
about how to make a safe, financial donation, plus more information on how you can help on 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukraine-what-you-can-do-to-help 
 
Support available to you: If you have friends and family in Ukraine and need information or support about what is happening, 
please contact the Ukrainian Embassy. For information from central government including travel advice, see the latest 
government information and advice on the situation in Ukraine  
 

SLAVA UKRAINI! david.royle1@gmail.com 
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