SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER

NEWSLETTER – 13th May 2022
VALUE: SERVICE
Focus: Giving with no strings attached
‘Serve one another in love.’ Galatians 5.13

Reception have enjoyed using the Beebots. This is a great way to begin learning
about instruction sets and algorithms.
FROM THE HEADTEACHER
This week our Year 6 pupils have been taking their end of Key Stage tests. These are as much a measure of a
school as they are of individuals and can therefore be the cause of a lot of conflicting feelings and stresses for
pupils and staff. We are committed to high standards but also believe that too much pressure is
counterproductive and can be harmful in terms of wellbeing. We also recognise that expectations whilst being
high, need to be realistic to each individual. There is a balance to be maintained and this week, I trust we have
found that balance.
I know that our Year 6 pupils have been well prepared. Whilst
being mindful of a broad curriculum throughout the year, the
staff have done an excellent job of providing focused learning
for specific groups, exam technique preparation and practice
and the reassurance to enable children to do their best. Some of
them told me that the practice tests had helped them to know
what to expect and to feel ready and motivated.

They have felt supported. Some of the younger pupils showed their support by
making good luck cards. The Year 6’s told me that seeing smiling faces, hearing
words of encouragements and phrases such as, “just do your best, that’s all anyone
can expect,” helped them to feel secure and confident. One of them told me that
they have had a chance to do this when last year the Year 6’s missed out and they
were thankful for this.
Due to the restricted learning space in
our school, as well as needing to
provide a place for the Year 5’s, who
would normally be with the Year 6s as
part of Diamond class, other classes have given up their usual
working spaces to provide a completely silent environment for
the tests to take place. Some of our children have even had
lessons outside.
I also know that the Year 6 pupils have enjoyed the routines. Having
breakfast together, a chance to chat and express themselves in a supportive
group and the opportunity each morning to have some exercise and shake
off any tiredness has helped them to be ready for the morning’s tests.
We are proud of the resilience they have all shown, the way that they have
supported each other and the positivity they have shown all week. Well
done to Year 6!
Have a lovely weekend and stay safe.
Jeremy Fisher

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH
This Sunday marks the beginning of Christian Aid Week. With their strapline ‘We
believe in life before death’, Christian Aid is a relief and development agency
supported by 41 Christian denominations in the UK and Ireland, including the
Church of England.
It was whilst researching the organisation and its methods of working that I came
across an interesting anecdote by the Bishop of Derby - the Rt. Revd Libby Lane.
She tells of a time when she was on a visit with Christian Aid to Kerala, South
India, back in 2014. She recalls a particular conversation she had towards the end
of her stay with families when they were discussing future hopes:
‘In the heat, nothing fresh could be kept from one day to the next. “If you
had electricity, you could have a fridge,” I suggested. I was surprised at how
adamantly they dismissed this. A fridge would be detrimental, they said. In
their village, when anyone had food, they prepared it and shared it. Once
households had fridges, however, they began to keep extra for themselves
for tomorrow in case they ran out. They began to live out of fear, responding
to limited resources by hoarding: they became selfish and, in the end, greedy.
My hosts understood what was good for them much better than I did. My
outside assumptions would not enable change for good: my impositions
would not bring sustainable transformation. The Kingdom of God was very
near to them in their mutual dependence, and I almost missed it.’

Surely mutual dependence must be at the heart of all our lives. It results in
good communities and good neighbourhoods. And - whether home or abroad
- whether we’re an individual or an organisation - we’re also called to listen
and react to the needs of each person rather than try to impose a ‘one size fits
all’ model. Seeing, hearing, and reacting to the
individual with all their challenges and hopes, their
needs and their joys, their pain and their dreams,
brings dignity to individuals and to humanity.
As we enter Christian Aid Week, raising money for its important work, Jesus’ words from one
of this Sunday’s Bible readings are apt:
‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.’
Yours in Christ,

Fr Simon

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
No Birthdays this Week
STARS OF THE WEEK
Ruby
Annabelle for great participation in activities.
Sapphire
Johnny for becoming more independent.
Sabiha for excellent concentration when reading
longer texts.

Emerald
Hudson for trying extremely hard in Maths this
week and learning to tell the time.
Jim for his super effort on his painting in the style
of Paul Klee.
Diamond
Bobby for being a good role model to the younger
children.
George for his focus and motivation this week.

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK
Whole School
Attendance – 93.7%
Whole School Target Set –
96%
Please contact school on the
first day of any absence. This
can be done by calling 01279
723 204, Option 1 and then
leaving a message on the
absence line.
If you are going to be late,
please also advise the
school office to ensure a
meal is ordered in time.

NOTICES
Walk to School Week – 16th to 20th May - Next
week is walk to school week. Please support
Spellbrook by leaving your cars at home and either
travelling by foot, scooting or biking to and from
school. If you wish to use the layby's, please feel
free to as we are aware some children travel from
quite a distance. This will still count as a sustainable
journey.
PTA Jubilee Tea Party is on Friday 27th May.
Please save the date. More information to follow.

Dinner Money – please ensure that your child’s
dinner account is in credit at all times.

NEXT WEEK’S MENU
Day
Monday

Menu
 Pork Sausages with Gravy (Red)
 Roasted Vegetable Lasagne
(Green)
 Jacket Potato (Yellow)

Tuesday

 Organic Beef Bolognaise (Red)
 Tomato and Cheese Tart (Green)
 Jacket Potato (Yellow)

Wednesday

 Roast Chicken (Red)
 Veggie ‘Meat-Free Balls’ (Ve)
Jacket Potato (Yellow)

Thursday

 Beef Burger in a Bun (Red)
 Mild Mexican Fajita (Green)
 Jacket Potato (Yellow)

Friday

 Fish Fillet Fingers (Red)
 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (Green)
 Jacket Potato (Yellow)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Event

16/05/22 –
20/05/22
18/05/22
27/05/22
30/05/22 –
03/06/22
06/06/22
08/06/22 –
10/06/22
15/06/22
16/06/22
14/07/22
20/07/22
21/07/22
22/07/21
01/09/22
02/09/22
05/09/22
24/10/22 –
28/10/22
02/12/22
05/01/23
06/01/23
09/01/23

Walk to School Week
Year 6 Crucial Crew
PTA Jubilee Tea Party
Half Term
Inset 5
Diamond Class Residential
Year 6 Swimming Starts
Clean Air Day
Secondary Transition Day
Last Day of Term
Occasional Day
Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu
Inset 1
Inset 2
First Day Back
Half Term
Occasional Day
Inset 3
Inset 4
First Day Back

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk
Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk

