
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 3rd March 2023 

VALUE: Forgiveness 
Focus: Turning Over a New Leaf 

“Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive others.” 
Colossians 3:13 

 

 
 

World Book Day 2023 – Character Spoons 
 

      
 

    

 
FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Yesterday, the 2nd March was World Book Day. World Book Day began in 1995 and 
is now marked in over 100 countries around the globe. Staff and children dressed 
up as favourite book characters. I decided to come as my namesake from the Beatrix 
Potter stories that were written in the early 1900s and I noticed the amusement of 
many of you during drop-off. It has taken me many years to come to terms with the 
fact that my parents gave me the same name as a frog. Over the day, children also 
commented and asked questions about the character, some of them recognising it 
as a character from the Peter Rabbit film. They also talked about their own 
characters and I would like to thank parents for getting involved and providing the 
costumes. 
 



We even had one parent come to the office to show her costume. Maybe that is something that will 
catch on. 
 
 I have also seen the super spoons that have been made over the last couple of weeks and hope that 
this has provided any opportunity to talk about books and characters at home. There have certainly 
been some very creative and fantastic looking models. 
 
During the day, children spent time thinking about reading. They thought about the kinds of books 
that they enjoy and shared whether their favourites are picture books, joke books, poetry books, 

comic books and information books. Some children talked about how they enjoy listening to stories on audio 
books.  Children thought about where they like to read and some admitted that they like to hide under the duvet 
with a torch, even when parents think they have gone to sleep. 
 
The children also considered their reading Superpower. We identified many such as:  

 Talking about books 

 choosing which books they like to read,  

 making time to read, 

 having fun and enjoying reading,  

 listening to books being read, 

 sharing books with family and friends 

 identifying with their favourite characters 

Some children said they had many of these superpowers. This was one of the 
best World Book Days I have enjoyed (and I have certainly lost track of how 
many since the mid-nineties) due to the way that so many  got involved, 
bringing in the spoons, wearing costumes and sharing their love of books. 
 

  
Strike Days: 
I appreciate the impact of the strike days and the difficulty that families can experience with any disruption to 
the school week. I would like to say a huge thank you to parents who have brought their children in to those 
classes that we have been able to open, particularly when the children have siblings that have stayed at home 
as their class has been closed. I know the amount of persuasion that goes into this and how reluctant one child 
can be if they see brothers and sisters staying at home, so well done. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 
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MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Father Simon writes: 
I’ve spent a couple of days at a Church 
conference this week.  At this purple time 
of the Church’s year, there’s always a 
chuckle to be had to break the ice over the 
question of who’s given up alcohol - or 
anything else for that matter - for Lent. 

 
It’s a subject we’ve been looking at during our collective worships over the past couple 
of weeks: the reasons for giving something up - or, in more recent years, taking 
something constructive up - for Lent.  Why do we do this each year? 
 
So many of us are so fortunate to have so much 
in our lives.  Yet there’s often that nagging 
feeling that something is missing; that 
everything we have is still leaving us unfulfilled.  
You won’t be surprised to hear that I believe 

that’s because so many of us aren’t paying proper attention to God.  I believe 
too many of us find it too easy to drown God’s voice out from our lives by over-
indulging in the easy distractions which stop us having to face the big questions 
of life and, ultimately, finding a greater level of fulfilment. 
 
Fasting - be it during Lent or any time of the year - is our opportunity to devote 
some time to finding that fulfilment.  It’s about creating the space in our lives - 
be it by giving something up such as a food type, or by refraining from something 
such as switching the TV on quite so early each evening - so that we can take something up: committing to our Bible 
or to something devotional for a few minutes a day, or perhaps simply to find a quite space around the home to spend 
a little time sitting in quiet contemplation. 
 



Giving or taking something up for God is an age-old practice which reminds us of all that is surplus to the real value of 
our lives - all the things that may have become ‘idols’ in our lives - and all - namely, God - that is essential, whether we 
realise it or not yet, to live a fulfilling life. 
 
May God bless your journey through Lent, 
 

Fr Simon 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
 

 

No Birthday’s this Week 
 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

 Esme for brilliant group work. 
 

 Herbert for great effort in some of his 
learning. 

 
Sapphire 

 
 Wren for excellent independent writing. 

 
 Lisa for always participating enthusiastically 

in lessons.  

 Emerald 
 

 Sabiha for the amazing progress progress she’s 

made with reading and comprehension. 

 

 Sid for the hard work and effort he puts into 

every lesson all of the time. 

Diamond 
 

 Jim for persevering when there is a challenge. 
 

 Finley for excellent writing in English. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 93.95% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  
This can be done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise 
the school office to ensure a meal is ordered 
in time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Diamond & Emerald Faith Tour Trip is on 

Wednesday 8th March.  Children should arrive at 

school by 8.15 am and will be back by 3.15 pm.  

Children will require a packed lunch. 

 
 Sapphire Trip to Great St Mary’s Church is on 

Thursday 9th March.  Children will be travelling to 

the church by coach at 2 pm.  End of day collection 

is from the church at 3 pm.  Please return 

permission slips by Monday 6th March. 

 

 Gardening Club – we still have spaces available in 

the Gardening Club which runs on a Wednesday 

afternoon for children in Years 3-6.  To book a 

space, please fill out the registration form which 

was sent out today. 

 

 End of Day – this is a reminder that pick up times 

are as follows:  

Ruby & Sapphire – 3.10 pm 
Emerald & Diamond – 3.20 pm 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  Meatballs in Homemade Tomato 

Sauce (Red) 

 Cheese Pinwheel (V) (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Mild Chicken Curry (Red) 

 Omelette, Grilled Tomatoes & 

Baked Beans (V) (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Pork (Red) 

 Tomato Bolognese (Ve) (Green)  

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Beef Burger in a Bun (Red) 

 Cheese, Potato & Broccoli Bake 

(V) (Green)   

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

  

Date Event 

08/03/23 Diamond & Emerald Trip – Faith Tour 

09/03/23 Sapphire Trip to Great St Mary’s 
Church 

17/03/23 Red Nose Day 

20/03/23 – 
31/03/23 

Big Walk & Wheel Week 

28/03/23 EYFS Meeting  

29/03/22 Sapphire Class Last Swimming Lesson 

31/03/23 Last Day of Term 

17/04/23 First Day Back 

19/04/23 Diamond Class Swimming starts 

01/05/23 Early May Bank Holiday 

08/05/23 Coronation Bank Holiday 

09/05/23 – 
12/05/23 

KS2 SATs Week 

15/05/23 – 
19/05/23 

Walk to School Week 

18/05/23 Year 6 Crucial Crew 



Friday  Fish Fillet Fingers (Red) 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green)   

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 
 

22/05/23 Class Photos 

23/05/23 – 
26/05/23 

Diamond Class Activity Week 

29/05/23 – 
02/06/23 

Half Term 

12/07/23 Diamond Class Last Swimming Lesson 

21/07/23 Last Day of Term 

01/09/23 Inset 1 

04/09/23 Inset 2 

05/09/23 First Day Back 

23/10/23 – 
27/10/23 

Half Term 

01/12/23 Occasional Day – School Closed 

20/12/23 Last Day of Autumn Term 23 

04/01/24 Inset 3 

05/01/24 Inset 4 

08/01/24 First Day Back 

19/02/24 – 
23/02/24 

Half Term 

26/02/24 First Day Back 

28/03/24 Last Day of Spring Term  

15/04/24 First Day Back 

06/05/24 Early May Bank Holiday 

27/05/24 – 
31/05/24 

Half Term 

03/06/24 Inset 5 

23/07/24 Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 
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