
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 10th March 2023 

VALUE: Forgiveness 
Focus: Forgiving Others as God has forgiven you 

“Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive others.” 
Colossians 3:13 

 

  
The Faith Tour - The Gurdwara, the Church and the Mosque      

    

 
FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Faith Tour: On Wednesday, Emerald and Diamond went to Bedford to visit 
three religious buildings as part of their RE. The children had the opportunity to 
learn a little about what is common to these faiths as well as enjoying the 
spectacular buildings and artefacts that are associated with worship. This visit 
also complements the children’s understanding of the British Values that 
schools are expected to promote, namely mutual respect and tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs.  Many of the children shared with me what they had 
done during the day and expressed the different parts of the day that they 
enjoyed.  
 
On arrival in Bedford, they visited a Gurdwara and were warmly welcomed. 
They learned about the 5 Ks and some of the Sikh beliefs. They were told that 
Sikhs believe that everyone is seen to be equal. Ewan recalled that Sikh teachers are called gurus. Many of the 
children commented on the building itself; that the Gurdwara was beautiful, amazing and very interesting and 
there were interesting decorations. One child particularly enjoyed seeing the holy book on a raised platform 
under a canopy. 
 

Secondly, they visited a mosque and the Imam explained all about Muslim 
prayer and how they determine the direction to face. He informed them 
about prayer at different times in the day and Celia was surprised that 
Muslims wake up at 5:30 in the morning to start their prayers. Children were 
again fascinated by the architecture and Sienna was impressed that another 
mosque (in Cambridge) has been designed and constructed to be eco-
friendly. Taliya was amazed that every pillar has a different meaning. The 
children learned about the importance of charity to people of the Muslim 
faith. 



Finally, the children visited a church. They explored the church, finding out about 
the different parts of the building and their purposes. They were fascinated by the 
stained glass window. They were able to compare this church with Great St Mary’s 
in Sawbridgeworth and see some of the similarities and differences.  They learned 
more about the bible and how the bible consists of many different types of text such 
as letters, poems, autobiographies and histories. 
 
I know from the thoughts they shared with me and the enthusiasm with which they 
talked about their favourite recollections that this was a very enjoyable day that 
has given them a glimpse into beliefs that may be different to their own but carry 
common themes and values, such as caring for others and showing respect to 
others. 
 
Mini Police: As part of the Mini Police programme that Y5 are involved in, Luthor, one of the police dogs came 
to visit the school yesterday and the children were enthralled. They found out about the ways that dogs are used 
and the expectations of the dogs. The dogs are trained in who they should engage with and when they should 
sit back and alert their handler, such as when locating a missing elderly person or child. Luthor demonstrated 
that his bark would be heard from a long distance away. The children asked some excellent questions and found 
out about the different breeds that are used and why some breeds are more suitable than others.  

 

 
 
Sapphire Class visit to Great St Mary’s Church: Sapphire Class, 
in RE, have been learning about some family traditions. They have 
been learning about the ways that children are welcomed into the 
world and celebrated by families from different religions and 
those that have no religious beliefs.  
 
In order to deepen their understanding of Christian practices and 
beliefs, they spent time in Great St Mary’s church hearing about 
infant baptism and looking at the font. They were reminded that 
the church is the family of God and the font is near the door to the 
church as a symbol of welcoming the child into the family of God. 
 
Healthy Snacks: We are now asking all parents to adhere to the following guidelines for snacks as we have seen 
a recent increase in unhealthy snacks at playtimes. As I am sure you appreciate, if children see others with crisps 
and similar snacks, they are more likely to want the same and that has recently been the case.  
 
If your child does bring something unhealthy, we will in the first instance send you a message. If it occurs again, 
we will offer fruit instead and return the snack to you at the end of the day. This is something we really want to 
avoid doing and therefore would really welcome everyone supporting with this as it is so much easier to 
encourage healthy habits if everyone is on board. 
 



 
 
Strike days next week: As you are aware Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th are the final planned dates for 
the teacher strikes.  
 

 Wednesday 15th, the school will be open for Diamond and Sapphire Classes only 

 Thursday 16th, the school will be open for Diamond and Emerald Classes only. 

These classes will cover their usual learning and we do expect all children in these classes to attend. 
We will also be able to accommodate children with a high level of SEND and any eligible for the pupil premium.  
 
If your child is in either category and will be attending, please inform the office so that we can make appropriate 
plans. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Father Simon writes: 
 

Yesterday, it was a joy to have Sapphire Class visiting Great St 

Mary’s.  They were learning all about baptism - otherwise known 

as a christening - as part of their RE exploration of naming 

ceremonies in the various faiths. 

 

At one point, we all gathered around the font, and, holding a big 

jug of water, I explained how a priest blesses the water in God’s 

name before splashing it over the baptism candidate to cleanse 

their soul and bring them into God’s family - the Church. 

 

Water is something which crops up in the Bible time and time again; not just because it’s crucial to survival 

but because it’s seen as a symbol of new life.  The Israelites led by Moses, passed, for example, through the 

waters of the Red Sea to new life following their escape from Egypt.  And in church on Sunday we’ll be hearing 

the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. 

 
Jesus asks her for a drink of water.  It begins a conversation 

which ends with Jesus reflecting with her how, whilst 

“everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, those 

who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 

thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring 

of water gushing up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14) 

 

It’s had me reflecting not 

only on Jesus’ promise to 

his followers that - to hijack a popular drink advertisement from a few 

decades ago - Jesus reaches the parts that simply no other sustenance - 

and especially not the sugar-high of consumerism - can reach, but - 

whether we recognise it or not - how our deepest longings and yearnings 

will, and can only, be satisfied by Him. 

 

As this season of Lent continues, may our reflections draw us ever nearer 

to the eternal life-giver - Jesus Christ. 

 

Wishing you all a good weekend, 

 

Fr Simon 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
 

 

 Sapphire 

Henry 
 
 
 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

 Eliza for putting fantastic effort in 
everything she does. 
 

 Peter for super participation in some 
activities. 

 
Sapphire 

 
 Luna for asking excellent questions on her 

visit to the church. 
 

 Donnie for his wonderful poetry writing. 

 Emerald 
 

 Zainab for working so hard to improve her 

times table knowledge. 

 

 Harry F for his focus and hard work during 

maths. 

Diamond 
 

 Sam for his excellent focus in his learning. 
 

 Sienna for always working to her best abilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 95.22% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  
This can be done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise 
the school office to ensure a meal is ordered 
in time. 

  PTA Mother’s Day Gift Shop will be open during 

school to children on Wednesday 15th and Friday 

17th March.  More information to follow. 

 
 Red Nose Day – on Friday 17th March, children 

are invited to come to school in non-uniform with 

a donation of £1 for Comic Relief.  Please follow 

the link below to donate:   

      Spellbrook Primary Red Nose Day 2023  
 

 

 PTA Coffee Afternoon on Monday 27th March at 

2.15 pm – parents and carers are cordially invited 

to join the PTA for a coffee afternoon.  This is an 

opportunity to meet with other parents and get to 

know more about what the PTA do. 

 

 Midday Supervisory Assistant Vacancy – we 

have a full-time vacancy (term time only) available 

to start immediately (part-week considered).  For 

more details or to apply, please visit 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-
job.htm?schoolid=568  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rednoseday23-spellbrook-cofe-primary-school?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=rednoseday23-spellbrook-cofe-primary-school&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=62be84460b4d4d519773dd9448698cb4
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?schoolid=568
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?schoolid=568


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cake Sale – a huge thank you to everyone who 

donated and bought cakes in aid of the Turkey 

earthquake appeal.  We raised £123.80! 

 

 Craft Club – after Easter, the Craft Club will be 

moving to a Monday, starting on Monday 17th 

April. 
 

 

 Gardening Club – we still have spaces available in 

the Gardening Club which runs on a Wednesday 

afternoon for children in Years 3-6.  To book a 

space, please contact the office for a registration 

form. 

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday  BBQ Dusted Chicken (Red) 

 Italian Pasta Bake (Ve) (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Tuesday  Beef Bolognese (Red) 

 Macaroni Cheese (V) (Green) 

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Wednesday  Roast Chicken (Red) 

 Sausages in Yorkshire Pudding (V) 

(Green)  

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Thursday  Cottage Pie (Red) 

 Quorn Burger in a Bun (V) (Green)   

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

Friday  Battered Fish (Red) 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green)   

 Jacket Potato (Yellow) 
 

  

Date Event 

15/03/23 PTA Mother’s Day Gift Shop 

17/03/23 PTA Mother’s Day Gift Shop 

17/03/23 Red Nose Day – Non-Uniform 

20/03/23 – 
31/03/23 

Big Walk & Wheel Week 

22/03/23 Ruby Class Parents Evening 

23/03/23 Ruby Class Parents Evening 

27/03/23 PTA Coffee Afternoon at 2.15 pm 

29/03/22 Sapphire Class Last Swimming Lesson 

31/03/23 PTA Easter Egg Hunt 

31/03/23 Last Day of Term 

17/04/23 First Day Back 

19/04/23 Diamond Class Swimming starts 

01/05/23 Early May Bank Holiday 

08/05/23 Coronation Bank Holiday 

09/05/23 – 
12/05/23 

KS2 SATs Week 

15/05/23 – 
19/05/23 

Walk to School Week 

18/05/23 Year 6 Crucial Crew 

22/05/23 Class Photos 

23/05/23 – 
26/05/23 

Diamond Class Activity Week 

29/05/23 – 
02/06/23 

Half Term 

12/07/23 Diamond Class Last Swimming Lesson 

21/07/23 Last Day of Term 

01/09/23 Inset 1 

04/09/23 Inset 2 

05/09/23 First Day Back 

23/10/23 – 
27/10/23 

Half Term 

01/12/23 Occasional Day – School Closed 



20/12/23 Last Day of Autumn Term 23 

04/01/24 Inset 3 

05/01/24 Inset 4 

08/01/24 First Day Back 

19/02/24 – 
23/02/24 

Half Term 

26/02/24 First Day Back 

28/03/24 Last Day of Spring Term  

15/04/24 First Day Back 

06/05/24 Early May Bank Holiday 

27/05/24 – 
31/05/24 

Half Term 

03/06/24 Inset 5 

23/07/24 Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk
http://www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Limited time offer – get FREE lifetime membership to 
FiveDinners.com! 

  
We know how hard times are at the moment so the folks 
at FiveDinners.com – online meal planning service - have 
decided to give away FREE lifetime memberships to try 
and help you save money on food shopping and reduce 
the mental load of deciding what to eat every night. 
There’s no catch or restrictions, simply full access to our 
meal plans to make your dinnertimes a little easier and 
cheaper. 
  
FiveDinners.com is an online meal planning service co-
founded by author and TV chef Theo Michaels.  
 
To help with the cost of living crisis so many families and 
individuals are facing Theo has decided to offer their 
meal planning service for FREE (usually £49.99 per year); 
every week they publish a new meal plan with an 
automatically generated shopping list; set to your 
serving size so you know exactly what you need for the 
week ahead.  
 
It saves you time, money on food shopping and 
ultimately takes away the headache of deciding what to 
cook every night. You can even create and save your own 
meal plans choosing from hundreds of recipes. 
  
Simply head to https://FiveDinners.com and click green 
Join button now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fivedinners.com/

