
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 28th April 2023 

VALUE: Friendship 
Focus: Sticking together 

“Encourage one another and build each other up.” 1 Thessalonians 5.11 

 

 

 
 

Althetics at Leventhorpe 

    

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

This week we have been braving the weather and enjoying 
physical activity outside. The children are pleased to be back 
on the field at lunchtimes, enjoying lots of different activities. 
Some of our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils enjoyed an athletics event 
this week at Leventhorpe School. They joined four other 
primary schools for a range of track and field activities. These 
included high jump and long jump, discuss, shotput and 
running races from 60 metre to 800 metres. Our favourite was the relay as both our Y5 and our Y6 teams came 
second in this. We also showed our school values with great sporting behaviours and maximum effort. 
 
Also Thursday 27th was the first ever World Daily Mile Day.  All of the children at Spellbrook School joined the 
global celebration! Thousands of schools and early years settings from around the world have been doing their 
Daily Mile on Thursday 27th April to celebrate all the positive benefits that physical activity has on children's 
health.  
 

 

 



Sapphire Class: For their Design and Technology, they have been developing their understanding of structures 
by making bridges. Their brief was to span an imaginary river of a particular width. They worked together using 
different equipment and when complete, tested their constructions, checking if they were wide enough. They 
came up with a great range of solutions. (see below) Well done. 
 

Amongst many other activities this week, Ruby Class have been 
working together in pairs to create one picture. They had to work 
out the best way to do so, whether to take turns or work at the 
same time. It is lovely to see some of the Reception children 
supporting Nursery children as we recognise the benefits to 
both children when this occurs.  
 
We have also been exploring our new value, Friendship. This poster is one that we have 
made to help us to think about this important value and this week’s theme, ‘sticking 
together’. 

 
We are very proud of pupils for taking part in competitions and doing so well. Before Easter, two of 

our pupils won colouring competitions and their prizes were to go to the fire station and enjoy lots of great 
experiences and find out more about more about the firefighters’ role. Well done to both of them.  

 
 
So, when competitions come home, please encourage your child to take part. 
 
 Another of our pupils, Lorcan, has won the ‘Card for the King’ competition run by the 
MP Julie Marson. This is a super achievement, and the card will be sent to the King with 
the winner’s name and school inside. Julie Marson MP will be coming into school next 
week to congratulate Lorcan in person and show him how his design looks printed on 
the card. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 
 

 
Sapphire Class: Design and Technology 



 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Father Simon writes:  

This Sunday at Great St Mary’s, we’re going to be exploring the Bible’s image of Jesus being the great shepherd. 
 

Now, I was reading something the other day in which the writer was 
remembering the 1960s when preachers-in-training were being told 
that Jesus's imagery, of him being the great shepherd and of us being 
his flock, needed to be updated and industrialised for the post-war era.  
So, in the context of Jesus being ‘the good shepherd’ who ‘lays down his 
life for the sheep’, they were encouraged to invite their congregations 
to reflect upon such dreadful reinventions as ‘I am the true crankshaft.  
Everything revolves around me.’ 
 

But no matter how distant our own lives may be from that of a Palestinian shepherd, the image of 
the Lord being our shepherd and we being his sheep does retain its timeless appeal, and, above 
all, its ancient power to sustain us as we negotiate the darker times of life.  As a result, the image 
of Jesus as the good shepherd is a very familiar one in and around our churches.  In fact, in one of 
our church windows you’ll see Jesus carrying a sheep over his shoulders with the words ‘I am the 
good shepherd’ written below. 

 
So, despite our lack of experience of the shepherding world, images of Jesus as the 
good shepherd do appeal because of the way they seem to display Jesus’ tenderness, 
and his care and compassion for us his flock.  Indeed, the image of him carrying us on 
his shoulders through the thick and thin of life reminds me of Mary Stevenson’s much-
loved and oft-quoted poem ‘Footprints in the Sand’: 

 
One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord. 

Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. 

 
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints, 
other times there were one set of footprints. 

This bothered me because I noticed 
that during the low periods of my life, 

when I was suffering from 
anguish, sorrow or defeat, 

I could see only one set of footprints. 
 

So I said to the Lord, 
"You promised me Lord, 

that if I followed you, 
you would walk with me always. 

But I have noticed that during 
the most trying periods of my life 

there have only been one 
set of footprints in the sand. 

Why, when I needed you most, 
you have not been there for me?" 

The Lord replied, 
"The times when you have 

seen only one set of footprints, 
is when I carried you." 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Fr Simon 



 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK AND OVER THE EASTER BREAK 
 

 

          Emerald         Ruby 

               Nicolas              Rowan 

                                   
 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

 Tillie for always listening and joining in. 
 

 Teddy for super focus when working and 
within his play. 

 
Sapphire 

 
 Caitlyn for making a huge effort to improve 

her handwriting. 
 

 Amelie for excellent engagement and effort 
in all subjects. 

 Emerald 
 

 Poppy for always working hard in lessons. 

 

 Freddy for great resilience and effort in Maths. 

Diamond 
 

 Ava for excellent work on fractions. 
 

 Michal for superb ideas in his writing. 
 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 95.95% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  
This can be done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise 
the school office to ensure a meal is ordered 
in time. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Early May Bank Holiday – school is closed on 

Monday 1st May. 

 
 Strike Day on Tuesday 2nd May - school will be 

open to Diamond, Emerald and Sapphire classes.  

Breakfast and afterschool clubs will be running as 

usual. 

 
 PTA Name the Bear Competition – for £1 entry, 

children will be able to select a new name for the 

teddy.  Names will be selected from a pre-prepared 

list in school after the closing date.  Please see the 

flyer below for more information. Closing day is 

Monday 5th May 

 

 Staff Vacancies  

Midday Assistant  
12pm - 1pm daily  
Start date: immediate. 
Please note deadline for applications is 3rd May 2023. 
For further information please visit  
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,midday-
supervisory-assistant_83144.htm 
 
Teaching Assistant 
30 hours Monday - Friday Fixed Term Contract (1 term) 
Start date: 5th June 2023 

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,midday-supervisory-assistant_83144.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,midday-supervisory-assistant_83144.htm


 Please note deadline for applications is 3rd May 2023. 
For further information please visit  
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-
teaching-assistant_83138.htm  
 
Teaching Assistant 
30 hours Monday - Friday Permanent 
Start date: 1st September 2023 
Please note deadline for applications is 3rd May 2023. 
For further information please visit  
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-
teaching-assistant_83141.htm  

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Early May Bank Holiday 

Tuesday ❖ Veggie Meatball Sub (Ve) (Red) 

❖ Roasted Tomato Pasta (V) (Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Chicken (Red) 

❖ Creamy Quorn Pie (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Mild Chilli Con Carne (Red) 

❖ Quorn Burger in a Bun (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Fish Fillet Fingers (Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

 
 

  

Date Event 

30/04/23 Diamond Trip to Royal Albert Hall 

01/05/23 Early May Bank Holiday 

02/05/23 Strike Day – School Open for Diamond, 
Emerald & Sapphire 

08/05/23 Coronation Bank Holiday 

09/05/23 – 
12/05/23 

KS2 SATs Week 

15/05/23 – 
19/05/23 

Walk to School Week 

18/05/23 Year 6 Crucial Crew 

22/05/23 Class Photos 

23/05/23 – 
26/05/23 

Diamond Class Activity Week 

29/05/23 – 
02/06/23 

Half Term 

12/07/23 Diamond Class Last Swimming Lesson 

21/07/23 Last Day of Term 

01/09/23 Inset 1 

04/09/23 Inset 2 

05/09/23 First Day Back 

23/10/23 – 
27/10/23 

Half Term 

01/12/23 Occasional Day – School Closed 

20/12/23 Last Day of Autumn Term 23 

04/01/24 Inset 3 

05/01/24 Inset 4 

08/01/24 First Day Back 

19/02/24 – 
23/02/24 

Half Term 

26/02/24 First Day Back 

28/03/24 Last Day of Spring Term  

15/04/24 First Day Back 

06/05/24 Early May Bank Holiday 

27/05/24 – 
31/05/24 

Half Term 

03/06/24 Inset 5 

23/07/24 Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-teaching-assistant_83138.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-teaching-assistant_83138.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-teaching-assistant_83141.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,classroom-teaching-assistant_83141.htm
mailto:admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk


Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Name the Bear Competition (office.com) 

http://www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WsyR2FJ5HESaST9O4YzvqdKtZd_e6zNFtXJ9W4khKz9UOFcxVDgxN0ZUTklBMTJOUDFMNlNWMFZINy4u


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


