
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

LEARN TOGETHER - ENJOY TOGETHER - SUCCEED TOGETHER 

NEWSLETTER – 7th July 2023 

VALUE: Respect 
Focus: Valuing special places 

“In everything - in every circumstance – do to others as you would have them do to you.0 
 (Matthew 7:12) 

 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

As we come towards the end of term, our older pupils in Diamond Class, are very much in the limelight. On 
Wednesday, the whole class invited parents in for a presentation about their adventure week. A picture tells a 
thousand words and as the parents viewed pictures of the children taking part in all the great activities, the 
children eloquently added to the images as they shared their memories, thoughts and feelings.  
 
Over the two performances with a combined audience of over ninety, every child spoke confidently and clearly. 
They gave the audience an insight into their perceptions, fears, anxieties and exhilarations as well as the special 
moments they shared with their friends during the four days of adventurous activities and one night together, 
away from their parents. 
It was all thoroughly enjoyed, especially the times when the children’s banter with their friends and more comical 
memories were shared. I guess many of us remember the fun we had at that age, particularly when doing 
something different and exciting.  

 

   
 

In recent weeks, Year 6 have been engaged in an enterprise project. In small teams, they were given a small 
amount of cash and had to come up with a product or plan to make a profit. They explored items they could buy 
or make, used excel to model out their potential profit margins and ordered and made items for an after school 
fair. They came up with ideas such as tie-dyed socks (they dyed the socks themselves) , stalls selling sweets, ice 
pops, cakes, bracelets and  key rings and an angry birds knock the cans down game with prizes.  
They were responsible for their own advertising and getting the other children in the school to attend.  The after 
school fair went very well, was well attended and the children made a very healthy profit (about £200) that will 
be used for their end of term festivities and extra memorabilia. Well done! 

 

 

 
 



 
Diamond Class have continued to focus their artwork on the Ancient 
Greece topic. For this task, the children had an option of two different 
techniques. One was a colour wash background in orange with black 
detail added once it had dried. The other was a wax resist technique 
with the background coloured using wax crayon, which was painted 
on using poster paint with washing up liquid added and then some of 
this top layer was scraped off to create the design. 
 
 
 

 

Emerald Class: A couple of weeks ago Emerald class 
produced artwork based on the artist Frank Bowling 
(OBE). They have now used the same techniques to 
create a collaborative work of art that illustrates their 
science learning about the water cycle. and helps them 
to learn the key concepts and vocabulary.  
 
Educational research indicates that reinforcing 
learning in a range of ways, visually and auditory; 
seeing key words written as well as having time to use 
them and discuss their meaning in context, makes 
learning more memorable and increases the likelihood 
of being able to recall it in the future. 
 
Sapphire Class have recently completed a unit in music on the genre, rock music.  They had listened to some 
rock music, identifying the main features.  They practised finding the pulse of the music.  They have now been 
working on a glockenspiel piece that they will be performing this afternoon for the music event. 
 
Ruby Class: The children have been learning about maps. They looked at a few examples of different maps and 
talked about bird’s eye view, symbols and the use of colour to indicate different features. They worked in pairs 
to create their own map and then use their BeeBots to programme it to different destinations. 
 

 

 
 

Summer Fair: The 2023 Summer Fair at Spellbrook was a fantastic school community event. The 
excellent planning (getting some much appreciated sponsorship and donations), rallying the helpers 
and coming up with a good range of activities and stalls, meant there was lots to do, and everyone was 
busy and happy throughout. The bouncy slide and football were very popular. Thanks to the dads for 
giving up such a chunk of the day keeping the games going - they did look to be having fun too. The 
super raffle prizes and silent auction were a great success. Thank you to everyone who helped set this 
up and to all the store holders (including a great turn-out by Spellbrook staff) who helped the PTA make 
this a great day. 
 
The day raised over £2000 profit and to add to that the PTA are expecting an additional £500 from the matched 
funding promised by volunteer’s employers. What a fantastic achievement. 
 



 

 
 

Spellbrook Summer Fair 2023 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Jeremy Fisher 
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Father Simon writes:  

In this Sunday’s passage from St Matthew’s Gospel, 

we’ll hear Jesus ask: ‘But to what will I compare this 

generation?  It is like children sitting in the marketplace 

and calling to one another, “We played the flute for 

you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did 

not mourn.”’ 

 

Instead of seeking to be in harmony with Jesus and the 

music of heaven, the world, according to Jesus, seems 

to want him to dance to a different song. 

 

So, who calls the tune in your life?  Even for the most devout person of faith, Christians believe there’s an 

exchange going on in our hearts between the profoundest dimensions of our rawest selves - our id as 

Sigmund Freud described it - and the living Spirit of God.  It’s a tension beyond speech and sound.  Indeed, 

what we confess to God and to one another can so often be in conflict with what our heart, in that moment, 

truly desires. 

 

To become more fully in tune with God, we have to acknowledge this atonal sound which shapes our lives 

and, instead, find the tonal harmony of the Spirit, so letting God call the tune.  Indeed, it’s revealing to note 

that the spiritual seekers of our own generation often talk about wanting to live "in harmony with nature" or 



"in harmony with things".  I’m sure there was plenty of such talk at Glastonbury a couple of weekends ago.  

Harmony is a primal metaphor for aligning our existence with the source and sustainer of all that is, and it’s 

a metaphor that works not just across the generations, but across the centuries.  Harmony is the metaphor 

that freed the Church to accept music in worship all those centuries ago, and it's what our own spiritually 

hungry generation seeks. 

 

But if the harmony of our lives is to be true and enduring, then we 

need to allow God to call the tune and to allow ourselves to attend 

fully and prayerfully to the Holy Spirit who, even now, is trying to sing 

aloud to us in our hearts.  All we need to do is to listen and join in! 

 

Yours (hopefully) in harmony with Christ, 

 

Fr Simon 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
 

 

     Emerald           Diamond 

         Nikita                Poppy-Sue 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

 Emilia for great support of the younger 

children in nursery. 

 
 Esme for great working in paired activities. 

 
Sapphire 

 
 Caitlyn for impressive work in maths. 

 
Arthur for taking care to improve his 
presentation. 

 Emerald 
 

 Flora for her fantastic behaviour for learning. 

 
 Hudson for his great participation and hard 

work. 

Diamond 
 

 Taliya for great creativity in enterprise. 

 
John for a great increase in home reading. 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 94.37% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 

  Rec, Year 1 & Year 2 Trip to Paradise Wildlife 

Park is on Monday 10th July.  Children will need 
to bring in a packed lunch if you have not already 

ordered one from school. Please send children in 

with a light coat in case it rains.  End of day pick up 

will be at the normal time. 

 



Please contact school every day of any absence.  
This can be done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise 
the school office to ensure a meal is ordered 
in time. 
 

 Sports Day is on Wednesday 12th July.  The gates 

will be open from 12.35 for a 12.45 start until 

the end of the school day.  Children should come 

dressed in their PE kit (red top & navy blue 

shorts). 

 

 Transition Day on Thursday 13th July.  The 
children will be visiting their new classes. 

 

 New Nursery/Reception Welcome Morning on 

Thursday 13th July.  We are looking forward to 

seeing our new nursery and reception children 

and their parents from 9.30 – 10.45 am. 

 

 Bouncy Day on Monday 17th July – Please 

provide consent for your child to attend via Arbor 

by clicking on Trips < Bouncy Day 2023 and 

follow the prompts.  Deadline to provide consent is 

Tuesday 11th July.  Children should come to 

school dressed in their PE kit, with a hat, bottle of 

water and sun cream already applied. 

 

 Outstanding Payments – could we kindly ask 

parents to settle any outstanding payments for 

school dinners, trips and clubs via Arbor by Friday 

14th July please.  Outstanding payments will show 

up in red in Arbor.  Please ensure your child’s 

dinner account is in credit for the start of the new 

term. 

NEXT WEEK’S MENU  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Pork Sausage with BBQ Sauce 

(Red) 

❖ Cheese & Sweet Potato Slice (V) 

(Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Veggie ‘Meatball’ Sub (Ve) (Red) 

❖ Roasted Tomato Pasta (Ve) 

(Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Chicken (Red) 

❖ Creamy Quorn Pie (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Mild Chili Con Carne (Red) 

❖ Quorn Burger in a Bun (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

  

Date Event 

10/07/23 Rec, Y1 & Y2 Trip to Paradise Wildlife 
Park 

10/07/23 Teddy Bear’s Picnic - Nursery 

12/07/23 Diamond Class Last Swimming Lesson 

12/07/23 Sports Day 

13/07/23 Transition Day 

13/07/23 New Nursery/Reception Welcome 
Morning – 9.30 – 10.45 am 

14/07/23 Sports Day (Reserve) 

17/07/23 Bouncy Day 

20/07/23 Leavers Service at Great St Mary’s 

21/07/23 Last Day of Term 

01/09/23 Inset 1 

04/09/23 Inset 2 

05/09/23 First Day Back 

13/09/23 Emerald Class Swimming Starts 

23/10/23 – 
27/10/23 

Half Term 

01/12/23 Occasional Day – School Closed 

13/12/23 Emerald Class Last Swimming Lesson 

20/12/23 Last Day of Autumn Term 23 



❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Fish Fillet Fingers (Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 
 

04/01/24 Inset 3 

05/01/24 Inset 4 

08/01/24 First Day Back 

19/02/24 – 
23/02/24 

Half Term 

26/02/24 First Day Back 

28/03/24 Last Day of Spring Term  

15/04/24 First Day Back 

06/05/24 Early May Bank Holiday 

27/05/24 – 
31/05/24 

Half Term 

03/06/24 Inset 5 

23/07/24 Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 
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http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/  

http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Award Winning Weight Loss and Behaviour Change programmes (beezeebodies.com) 

https://beezeebodies.com/

