
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FLOURISHING IN LOVE AND LEARNING 

NEWSLETTER – 10th November 2023 

VALUE: Trust 
Focus: Knowing Jesus is with us in stormy times. 

‘My God is my strength in whom I trust.’ Psalm 18.2 
 

  
Placing our Poppies 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

This week, we have been preparing for Remembrance Day. The children have learned more about poppies and 
how the materials used for poppies has changed over time from cotton in the 1920’s, to plastic in the 80’s and 
now to plastic-free.  
 

 
  
Each class has made poppies using a different technique and these are also plastic free. 
The children showed their respect during a short Remembrance service and observed the minutes silence 
impeccably. They then walked silently outside to lay their poppies in the school meadow reflection area. 

 

  
 

One of the 
children in Ruby 
class chose to 
paint this lovely 
picture of a 
poppy during her 
Child Initiated 
Learning time. 

 
 
   



 
 
We have recently received a class set of Micro:bit coding devices and this 
week the children in Diamond Class had their first opportunity to use them. 
Looking into the history of these tiny computers has been a journey into my 
own computing past. It has been developed by BBC’s Computer Literacy 
Project, who first introduced the pioneering BBC Micro into schools in the 
1980s. I recall the BBC Micro as the machine I first used to start coding and 
using these, I completed both my Computer Science O-level and A-level (with 

quite a lot of frustration at times due to their lack 
of reliability). Computers have come such a long 
way from those early machines whose display was 
a very large monitor with a noisy cassette recorder 
for data storage. The principles of coding and the fundamentals of algorithm design 
remain the same today. 
 
The Micro:bit has been developed over the last decade with projects around the world. 
The Foundation who are leading the development have the goal to reach more than 
100 million children worldwide. Version 2 is now 

being distributed free to schools across England. 
 
The Micro:bit is simple to simple to use, and yet, it’s also engaging across a range 
of ages.  The distributors aim is to inspire young people to understand and create 
with technology, not simply consume it. At Spellbrook, we share that aim and 
have just started our learning journey with the Micro:bit. The children use a 
laptop to access a web-based app, where they design code and test it out on a 
simulator. They then link their Micro:bit to the laptop and download the 
algorithm to make it operate.  
 
This week, the children in Diamond class created name badges with their name 
scrolling across the LEDs. As the app is intuitive and similar to other coding apps 
they have used, they quickly mastered this and many went on to add additional 
messages, simple graphics and even sound effects. Again, that took me back to the 
artificial (and slightly annoying) sounds of the first consoles and early computers 
that I had enjoyed using as a child.  

 
Judging by the enthusiasm and enjoyment of the first lesson, 
I am optimistic that the children will gain a lot from our project and have the opportunity 
to develop their skills and create many projects. 
 
Have a super weekend, 
 
Jeremy Fisher 
 



Well done to Amelie in Emerald for placing 3rd in the Modern Solo category at the Colchester Festival 
of Performing Arts! 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM GREAT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Father Simon writes: 
 

This coming Sunday, millions will gather together around the world 

in remembrance of those who died in two world wars, and those who 

have died in many other conflicts since – just as the school gathered 

today.  With so much war and hostility in the news at the moment, 

no doubt those being killed and 

injured in conflicts around the 

world this very day will also be in 

people’s minds. 

 

As we remember the sacrifice made by so many, we must realise we don’t 

come to glorify war but to recognise its cost; the many human lives lost and 

the suffering caused to all involved and affected by war. 

 

Many on Sunday will gather at 

3pm at the War Memorial here 

in Great St Mary’s churchyard - 

including the uniformed 

organisations - where a short 

act of remembrance will take place to remember those killed in 

action or those innocent victims who were so many miles away from 

the front line.  There we’ll hold the Two-Minute Silence before laying 

wreaths.  This act of remembrance will be followed by a short service 

in church during which we’ll come together to re-commit ourselves before God to be peacemakers.  It's 

something Jesus asks all his disciples to become through the way we live our lives.  We’ll express our common 

humanity shared by pausing to recognise the true value of every life - both past and present. 

 

Something which has been in the headlines recently is the nature of ‘peace’.  The Christian understanding of 

peace is more than the avoidance of war and more than the absence of conflict.  It’s about building 

relationships between people, communities, and nations.  It’s 

something seen after the Second World War when the people of 

Coventry, led by its cathedral community worshipping in the 

bombed ruins of its building, acknowledged not only the 

devastation brought upon our own country by the Nazis but the 

devastation inflicted by us on cities such as Dresden.  In the wake of 

that, new relationships of peace and reconciliation were forged. 

 

Each Monday, at the end of our collective worships, we all make a pledge for the week ahead.  It’s the school’s 

Bible verse from St Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 7:12), known as The Golden Rule: ‘In everything - in every 

circumstance - do to others as you would have them do to you.’  As we remember the sacrifice of so many 

this weekend and reflect on how we might improve this world and our relationships, may the sentiments of 

this verse be our guiding light. 

 

Yours with God’s love, 

Fr Simon 



 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK AND OVER THE HALF-TERM BREAK 

  

       Sapphire       Emerald 

            Teddy             Amelie 

                                           Niveth                               

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

 Cara for working creatively in her choosing 

time. 

 
Sapphire 

 
 Eloise for super adjectives in English. 

 
 Wren for her interest in the geography topic. 

 Emerald 
 

 Nicolas for his great independent work in 

English. 

 
 Martha for her lovely ideas in poetry lessons. 

Diamond 
 

 Jacob for making big improvements in his 

presentation. 

 
 Michal for the kindness and support shown to 

his nursery buddy. 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School  
 Attendance – 95.82% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  
This can be done by calling 01279 723 204, 
Option 1 and then leaving a message on the 
absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise 
the school office to ensure a meal is ordered 
in time. 

  Breakfast Club – we have had a few children turn 

up without being booked in.  Children are also being 

dropped off without being brought into the 

building.  Could we kindly ask parents to bring their 

child into the building for health and safety reasons 

please. 

 
 Children in Need Day falls on Friday 17th 

November.  To support this worthy cause, children 

are invited to come to school in non-uniform with 

a donation of £1.  Donations can be made in Arbor 

by clicking on Quick Actions < School Shop < 

Children in Need Donation.  You will be able to 

make a minimum donation of £1 or more should 

you wish to.  Alternatively, you can send in cash on 

the day. 

 

 PTA Christmas Gift Shop will be open from 

Monday 11th to Friday 15th December.  Gifts are 

priced at £3.50 each.  Children can either bring in 

their money during that week or parents can pay in 

advance using the link below: 
https://spellbrookpta.sumupstore.com/  

 

 

https://spellbrookpta.sumupstore.com/


MENU w/b 13th November 2023  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Quorn Burger (V) (Red) 

❖ Baked Bean & Cheese Slice (V) 

(Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Beef Bolognese (Red) 

❖ Sweet Potato & Pea Samosa 

Burrito (Ve) (Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Chicken (Red) 

❖ Roast Quorn Fillet (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Pork Sausages with Gravy (Red) 

❖ Cheese Pinwheel (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Fishcake (Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 
 

  

Date Event 

16/11/23 Leventhorpe Tag Rugby 

17/11/23 Children in Need Day 

29/11/23 Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

30/11/23 Christmas Decoration Day 

01/12/23 Occasional Day – School Closed 

07/12/23 Pantomime – South Mill Arts 

11/12/23 – 
15/12/23 

PTA Christmas Gift Shop 

11/12/23 Nativity – 1st Performance @ 2.30 pm 
Ruby & Sapphire 

12/12/23 Christmas Lunch/Christmas Jumper 
Day 

13/12/23 Nativity – 2nd Performance @ 2.30 pm 
Ruby & Sapphire 

13/12/23 Emerald Class Last Swimming Lesson 

15/12/23 PTA Christmas Carols – 3.30 pm (TBC) 

18/12/23 Christmas Service @ Great St Mary’s 
Church – 2.15-3.00 pm 

20/12/23 Last Day of Autumn Term 23 

04/01/24 Inset 3 

05/01/24 Inset 4 

08/01/24 First Day Back 

16/01/24 Young Voices @ O2 Arena (Diamond) 

19/02/24 – 
23/02/24 

Half Term 

26/02/24 First Day Back 

28/03/24 Last Day of Spring Term  

15/04/24 First Day Back 

06/05/24 Early May Bank Holiday 

27/05/24 – 
31/05/24 

Half Term 

03/06/24 Inset 5 

23/07/24 Last Day of Summer Term 
 

Contact: admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk  

Website: www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@spellbrook.herts.sch.uk
http://www.spellbrook.herts.sch.uk/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/
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Click below to book 
 

Talking ASD and ADHD: The teenage years. For 
parents/carers in Herts (631) Registration, Tue 23 Jan 

2024 at 19:30 | Eventbrite 
 
 

Talking ASD and ADHD: Tech Use (630). For 
parents/carers in Herts. Registration, Wed 28 Feb 2024 

at 19:30 | Eventbrite 
 
 

Talking ASD and ADHD: Sibling Struggles. For 
parents/carers in Herts (629) Registration, Mon 25 Mar 

2024 at 19:30 | Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-the-teenage-years-for-parentscarers-in-herts-631-registration-749070348577
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-the-teenage-years-for-parentscarers-in-herts-631-registration-749070348577
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-the-teenage-years-for-parentscarers-in-herts-631-registration-749070348577
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-tech-use-630-for-parentscarers-in-herts-registration-749092675357
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-tech-use-630-for-parentscarers-in-herts-registration-749092675357
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-tech-use-630-for-parentscarers-in-herts-registration-749092675357
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-sibling-struggles-for-parentscarers-in-herts-629-registration-749126606847
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-sibling-struggles-for-parentscarers-in-herts-629-registration-749126606847
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talking-asd-and-adhd-sibling-struggles-for-parentscarers-in-herts-629-registration-749126606847

