
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FLOURISHING IN LOVE AND LEARNING 

NEWSLETTER – 28th November 2024 

VALUE: Compassion 
Focus: Putting on the right attitude 

‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.’ 
Colossians 3.12 

 

 FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Diamond Class Car Painting: I believe that our relationship with the Suzuki garage goes back a long way and 
this week, Diamond Class were asked to go down and decorate a couple of the cars with chalk pens. The children 
were separated into Year 5 and Year 6 and each group had a car to decorate. They were allowed to choose what 
to draw following a Christmas theme. The children were also told that in no circumstances can they do this at 
home and taking a set of sharpies to Mum or Dad’s shiny car would not be acceptable under any circumstances. 
The cars will be in the showroom until the New Year and the children have been invited to pop in and show family 
members - a bit of shrewd advertising for the garage perhaps. Even so, the children had a great time. 
 

     
 
Sapphire Class have been taking their learning outside and have been developing their understanding of number 
lines through drawing large ones, adding the numbers and jumping up and down the lines. This concrete 
experience helps them to internalise what happens when you increase/ decrease or add/ subtract numbers and 
lays the foundations for the more abstract work that maths moves onto.  

         
 

 
Maths Homework Club: It has been great to see different families making use of the maths 
homework support on Wednesdays. If any parent wants some tips on how we teach maths or just 
prefers to get the homework done with their child in school rather than at home, then please just 
turn up and join us.  
 



Online Safety Training with the 2 Johns: On Monday, the 
children in KS2, the teachers and many of the parents accessed 
information sessions on understanding the risks of the online 
world. The training was at times hard hitting as it was based on 
facts and figures and the real issues that children face when 
venturing out into the online world. It really made me think 
through whether we, as a school always adopt the most effective 
stance towards the issues. In the past, I have expressed concern 
about what some children are allowed to access at home. I am 
now considering whether even that could affect communication 
with a child who needs help. If they are reluctant to talk to 
teachers, or parents, about something they experience online 
because they fear we may disapprove or blame them for poor 
choices or even punish them, then instead of seeking help at a 
time when they most need it, they may choose not to. This could 
lead to further problems and may even increase the risks. 
 
I came away from the training with a renewed appreciation of how complex this can be, how important the online 
world is to children and young people and how we need to find ways to avoid it being something we know little 
about so that we can spot signs of problems and be there for them when needed. 
 
Next week, we are going to send out a questionnaire to find out the views of those who watched it, but also to 
find out if those that missed it would still like to view it as we do have a short window of opportunity before our 
link expires. 
 
Festival of Light: We have had many lovely lanterns brought into school. There are some very creative lanterns 
with imaginative use of recycled materials. The attention to detail on some is stunning.   
 

      
 

They will all be taken to Great St Mary’s Church for the Festival of Lights this weekend. Please see the information 
below: 
 
Sawbridgeworth Christmas Lights switch on 30th November starting at 3pm with lights switched on at 6pm. 
During the afternoon, Great St Mary’s church will be open and entirely lit by candlelight including the lanterns 
that the children have made. Come along and see your lantern at the church. There will also be Christmas crafts. 
 
I hope many of you are able to attend. 
 
Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing many of you on Monday for Decoration Day. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jeremy Fisher 
 
 

 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  

                     Emerald                  

                     Harry P                                                        

       

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

❖ Joshua for fantastic effort in his learning. 

Sapphire 
 

❖ Cara for trying really hard in her maths 
lesson. 

 
❖ Jonas for super sentences in English. 

 Emerald 
 

❖ Annabelle for fantastic attitude to learning. 
 
 
❖ Scarlett for trying really hard in writing 

lessons. 
 

Diamond 
 

❖ Sid for being so helpful to others. 
 
❖ Dylan for fanstastic work in English. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School 
Attendance – 93.83% 

 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 723 204, Option 1 
and then leaving a message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise the 
school office to ensure a meal is ordered in time. 
 
 

 

 ❖ Occasional Day – Friday 29th November – this is 

a reminder that school is closed.  School resumes 

at the usual time on Monday 2nd December. 

 

❖ Christmas Decoration Day is on Monday 2nd 

December.  The arrangements for the day are:  

Ruby/Sapphire – 9.30 – 10.45 am 

Emerald/Diamond – 1.00 – 2.45 pm 

Children & siblings may be collected at 2.45 pm for 

those attending. 

 

❖ The PTA have organised a Non-Uniform Day on 

Monday 2nd December.  Parents can donate a gift 

for the raffle using the colours associated with each 

class.  Please see the flyer below for more 

information. 

 

❖ PTA Annual General Meeting is on Monday 7th 

December.  Parents and carers are warmly invited 

to attend.  Please arrive at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm 
start. 

 

❖ Donations of Christmas Crackers – we are kindly 

asking again for donations of Christmas Crackers 

for the children’s Christmas lunch on Wednesday 

18th December.  Please drop all donations at the 

school office. Many thanks. 

 

❖ Alden in Year 6 is raising money for Great Ormond 

Street Hospital.  He has been under the wonderful 



care of GOSH since being diagnosed with a tumour 

4 years ago.  To support this worthy cause, 

donations can be made by clicking on the link: 

Elspeth Booth is fundraising for Great Ormond Street 

Hospital Children's Charity  For more information, 

please see the flyer below. 

 
❖ Yoga and Mindfulness Afterschool Club starts on 

Wednesday 8th January 2025.  The club is open to 

children in Years 1-6.  To book, please email 

hannah.rainbowrelaxation@gmail.com Please see 

the flyer below for more information. 

MENU w/c 2nd December 2024  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Veggie Sausages & Gravy (Ve) 

(Red) 

❖ Macaroni Cheese (V) (Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Chicken Pasta Bake (Red) 

❖ Homemade Vegan Sausage Roll & 

Gravy (Ve) (Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Pork (Red) 

❖ Roast Quorn Fillet (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Beef Burger in a Bun (Red) 

❖ Tomato Bolognese (Ve) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Salmon & Sweet Potato Fishcake 

(Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue)  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Date Event 

29/11/24 Occasional Day – School Closed 

02/12/24 Christmas Decoration Day 

02/12/24 PTA Annual General Meeting 

09/12/24 Carol Service @ St Michael’s - Diamond 

09/12/24 Nasal Flu Vaccinations – 2nd session 

09/12/24 – 
11/12/24 

PTA Christmas Gift Shop 

10/12/24 Nativity 

11/12/24 Nativity 

11/12/24 Emerald Class Last Swimming Lesson 

12/12/24 Panto 

18/12/24 Christmas Lunch 

18/12/24 Christmas Jumper Day 

18/12/24 PTA Carols Around the Campfire 

19/12/24 Christmas Service 

20/12/24  Last Day of Term 

23/12/24 – 
03/01/24 

Christmas Break 

06/01/25 Inset 3 

07/01/25 Inset 4 

08/01/25 First Day Back 

15/01/24 Nursery Deadline to apply for a 
Reception Place 

17/02/25 – 
21/02/25 

Half Term 

24/02/25 First Day Back 

04/04/25 Last Day of Term 

07/04/25 – 
21/04/25 

Easter Break 

22/04/25 First Day Back 

05/05/25 Early May Bank Holiday 

26/05/25 – 
30/05/25 

Half Term 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/elspeth-booth-1730496867307?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Felspeth-booth-1730496867307&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share
https://www.justgiving.com/page/elspeth-booth-1730496867307?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Felspeth-booth-1730496867307&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share
mailto:hannah.rainbowrelaxation@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

SIGN UP | StageSteps 

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/
https://www.stagesteps.co.uk/sign-up


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raring2go! Bishops Stortford, Hertford and Ware 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/bishopsstortford/winter2024/

