
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FLOURISHING IN LOVE AND LEARNING 

NEWSLETTER – 31st January 2025 

VALUE: Courage 
Focus: Facing a Challenge 

Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1.9 

 

 FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Learning with Parents. We recently received an impact report from Learning with Parents 
in relation to the Home Reading. 
 
A comment from your School Partnership Manager:  
Congratulations on such a successful autumn term. It's wonderful to see over 4000 comments 
and photos from your families—such a positive reflection of engagement. I hope everyone is 
enjoying the platform, and that your staff are finding it helpful in tracking the fantastic reading 
happening both at home and in school. I look forward to working with you in the spring term, to build on this 
engagement even further.  95% of pupils are active (Learning with Parents national average: 76%) 
This is the percentage of pupils who have left a comment or feedback on the site this academic year.  The class with 
the highest engagement is Sapphire, with Diamond, a close second. 
 
Thank you to you all for your support with this. If you are having any problems and need technical support or are 
just finding the technology is not working for you, please speak to the class teacher or send me a message via the 
office so we can help. We are so aware of the benefits of reading regularly in order to develop the fluency and 
comprehension that will help in learning and also provide a source of knowledge and enjoyment for the rest of 
their lives.  
 
Sapphire Class have shared some of their learning over the last week: 
 

Perform: Ruby and Sapphire were very lucky to have Perform come 
in to do a dance and drama workshop. They used specially developed 
exercises such as character explorations, storytelling and role-playing 
improvisations to develop concentration, imagination and speaking 
skills in a fun and imaginative way. Both classes thoroughly enjoyed it! 
 
 
Sapphire History: This week 
in history we learnt all about 
the life of Edith Cavell. The 
children were shocked that 
after all her help caring for 

and saving soldiers’ lives, she was captured and killed by the German army 
while she was helping to save soldiers from both sides. We did some role 
playing in the hall to mark the historic events in her life.  
 
RE: This half term Sapphire class are learning all about Islam. This week 
we have learnt four different stories about Muhammad and how he 
showed compassion to animals and the world. We learnt how Muslims 
believe that Allah is the creator and life giver. We became creators and made four different animals out of LEGO 
and then retold the stories using our LEGO animals. 



 
 
Sapphire Science: This half term we have been learning about five different 
classifications of animals: mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish. We have 
learnt why each animal is in that category and then asked the question "are all 
animals the same?" We discussed that even within a classification the animals can 
look very different. 
 
Emerald Class have had Commando Joe’s this week. They have found out about 
Ed Stafford’s adventures and have been ‘crossing the Amazon’. In groups, they had 
to design a way to cross the river using the equipment then work together to get 
across, whilst carrying their water. They showed Resilience, Communication and 

Teamwork in solving this problem. 

 
Diamond Class have an ‘Understanding Christianity’ topic for RE this half term, titled, “What kind of King is Jesus” 
and the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples is studied as part of thinking about the Kingdom of God. At Spellbrook, 
we use a traditional version of the Lord’s Prayer in our worship, and we recognise that the language can be hard 
for children to fully grasp. Diamond Class have written their own versions, trying to capture the meaning in words 
that younger children understand. One of the groups developed this: 

 
Our God, who’s up above, 

Your name will be worshipped. 
Your kingdom will come, 
Your tasks will be done, 
On earth and in Heaven. 
Who gives us our lives? 
Who gives us our souls? 

Forgive our mistakes. 
And guide us to do good, 

But drive us away from doing wrong things. 
For the highest kingdom. 

For love and kindness. 
For ever and ever. 

Amen 
 
I was very impressed with the thinking that had gone into this and the understanding they demonstrated in this 
collaborative work. 
 



Emerald Class Football: Ten children from Emerald Class went to Leventhorpe on Wednesday for a football 
competition with six other schools. Our children enjoyed themselves, tried really hard and showed how they are 
beginning to gel as a team. They came joint 5th out of the 7 schools and won one of their matches. Hopefully this 
team will develop together even more as they progress through the school.  
 
Have a great weekend, 
 
Jeremy Fisher 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  

          Sapphire          Emerald              

              Tillie             Charlie                                     

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

❖ Grace for trying really hard in everything. 

 
❖ Sidney for great Read, Write Inc – sounding 

out letters to make words and trying hard. 

Sapphire 
 

❖ Rowan for working really hard in Read, Write 

Inc lessons. 

 
❖ Scarlett for being an amazing role model to the 

class, always trying her best. 

 Emerald 
 

❖ Kaiya for a great attitude to learning, especially 
in English. 

 
❖ Seb for an excellent all round attitude to 

learning. 
 

Diamond 
 

❖ Georgia for her super work in history. 
 
❖ Lorcan for great improvement in independent 

writing. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School 
Attendance – 92.95% 

 

Whole School Target Set – 96% 
 

 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 723 204, Option 1 and 
then leaving a message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise the 
school office to ensure a meal is ordered on time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 ❖ Dress to Express Day – Friday 7th February – 

children are invited to come to school in non-

uniform wearing something that expresses their 

personality or interests.  The School and Eco 

Councils are also raising money to build a sensory 

garden.  We are kindly asking for donations of £1 or 

more.  Donations can be made in Arbor via the 

School Shop < Non-Uniform Day - 7th Feb 2025 

or you can bring in cash on the day. 

 

❖ Gardening Club will be starting straight after half-

term on Wednesday 26th February for children in 

Years 3 – 6.  Please contact Wendy at 

wellbeangardening@gmail.com  

 
❖ Nursery Places are Available for September 

2025.  Please see the link to apply:  

https://forms.office.com/e/QrLTXbRiMS  

mailto:wellbeangardening@gmail.com
https://forms.office.com/e/QrLTXbRiMS


MENU w/c 3rd February 2025  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Veggie Sausages & Gravy (Ve) 

(Red) 

❖ Macaroni Cheese (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Chicken Pasta Bake (Red) 

❖ Vegan Sausage Roll & Gravy (Ve) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Pork (Red) 

❖ Roast Quorn Fillet (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Beef Burger in a Bun (Red) 

❖ Tomato Bolognese (Ve) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Salmon & Sweet Potato Fishcake 

(Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) 

(Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue)  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Date Event 

07/02/25 Dress to Express Day 

10/02/25 Emerald Trip to Bishop’s Stortford 
Museum 

17/02/25 – 
21/02/25 

Half Term 

24/02/25 First Day Back 

26/02/25 Diamond Trip to Ragged Sch. Museum 

06/03/25 World Book Day 

21/03/25 Red Nose Day 

24/03/25 – 
04/04/25 

Big Walk & Wheel 

27/03/25 Emerald Class Showcase 

02/04/25 Easter Church Service 

04/04/25 Last Day of Term 

07/04/25 – 
21/04/25 

Easter Break 

22/04/25 First Day Back 

05/05/25 Early May Bank Holiday 

12/05/25 – 
15/05/25 

KS2 SATS Week 

19/05/25 – 
23/05/25 

Diamond Class Activity Week 

26/05/25 – 
30/05/25 

Half Term 

02/06/25 Inset 5 

03/06/25 First Day Back 

06/06/25 PTA Non-Uniform Day 

14/06/25 Summer Fair 

24/06/25 Class Photos 

22/07/25 Leavers Service 

23/07/25 Last Day of Term 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

SIGN UP | StageSteps 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

https://www.stagesteps.co.uk/sign-up
http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
  


