
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FLOURISHING IN LOVE AND LEARNING 

NEWSLETTER – 28th February 2025 

VALUE: Forgiveness 
Focus: Wiping the slate clean 

“Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.” Colossians 3.13 
 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Learning about Plants: Ruby Class had a great experience smelling, touching and tasting the cress they had grown. 
There was certainly a mixed response regarding the flavour. They also compared their cress to the ones that had 
grown in different conditions and saw that the seeds that had grown in the dark had turned yellow and were 
smaller, whilst the seeds that had no water had not grown at all. 

 
They have also observed the changes to their beans. Many have started to germinate.  They noticed that some had 
sprouted roots, a stem and even had a few leaves. They delicately potted them into individual pots with soil and 
watered them and will now carefully care for them until they are ready for bigger pots outside. 

 
 

Sapphire Class have made Rice Krispie cakes as part of their design and technology. They worked in small groups 
so that everyone had a turn at one of the tasks; measuring out, adding ingredients, mixing and stirring. They then 
got to take their cakes home to eat but I imagine most were gone before they left the school grounds. 

 



Emerald Class have been investigating forces as part of their science curriculum. They had a number of children’s 
toys and after seeing the forces in action, recorded which were pushed and which are pulled and what action the 
push or pull resulted in.  

 
. 
Diamond Class enjoyed a step back in time to Victorian 
England during a visit to the Ragged School Museum this 
week. Some of the children shared their knowledge from the 
day. They learned about living conditions in Victorian times 
and saw a reconstruction of a typical poor family’s house and 
were shocked by how small it was. They learnt that ragged 
schools were opened by Dr Barnardo in 1877 for poor 
families who could not afford to send their children to school. 
Children attended for six hours a day, but they had the option 
on whether to attend or not. Some didn’t attend as they were 
working or looking after younger siblings. Lessons consisted 
of arithmetic, handwriting and spelling and drill was used to 
provide some exercise. The children experienced a Victorian lesson with an actor who played the role of a very 
strict teacher. She helped them to appreciate how different schools were in those days. For example: 
 

• Girls and boys learned separately, and classes could include up to eighty children aged from five to twelve 

years of age. 

• Hygiene was very important and clean hands inspections took place every day. 

• Instead of paper, pencils and rubbers, a slate, chalk and cloth were used. 

• Children were forced to write with their right hand only. 

• Fidgety children would have to wear ‘finger stocks’. 

• Children were given a back board to make sure they had good posture. 

• Dr Barnardo did not approve of the ‘dunces cap’ as he thought students should not be humiliated or 

punished for being slow learners, but the cane was used. 

 

 
The children were exhausted after a long day of exploring the museum and behaving in such a controlled manner, 
but they said they had really enjoyed the day. 



World Book Day. Next Thursday is World Book Day – I am looking forward to seeing what the children dress up 
as. I have already seen that some super paper plate book characters have been brought in, and it would be super 
to see many more. 

       
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Mr J Fisher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are raising money for some outdoor equipment.  Based on Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’s Golden Tickets, we are selling our very own ‘Wonky’ Bars.  A 
handful of these chocolate bars will have a golden prize ticket wrapped inside!  
Bars cost £2 each and are available to buy until Sunday 2nd March using the link 
Golden Ticket Chocolate Bar 

https://spellbrookpta.sumupstore.com/product/golden-ticket-chocolate-bar


BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK AND OVER THE HALF TERM 

 Ruby        Sapphire       Emerald         Diamond 
 Louie           Eloise           Arlo             Dylan 

                                     Cara           Connor 

                                      Lily 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

❖ Lucia for great contributions and trying hard. 

 
❖ Jacob for trying hard to contribute in lessons. 

 

Sapphire 

 
❖ Elle for brilliant deepening in her writing. 

 
❖ George for his brilliant participation in 

science. 

 Emerald 
 

❖ Wren for working hard and trying to challenge 
herself. 

 
❖ Charlie for really fantastic focused work. 

 
Diamond 

 
❖ Flora for great progress in music. 
 
❖ Billie for super work in maths this week. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School 
Attendance – 95.83% 

 

Whole School Target Set – 96% 
 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 723 204, Option 1 and 
then leaving a message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise the 
school office to ensure a meal is ordered on time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ❖ World Book Day is on Thursday 6th March and to 

celebrate children are invited to dress up as their 

favourite character.  There are some ideas here 

World-Book-Day-2025-low-cost-dressing-up-pack.pdf  

Please see the poster below with details of the other 

activities taking place. 

 
❖ Usborne Book Fair is on Thursday 6th March 

from 3.10 pm in the school hall.  There will be a 

great range of books available to purchase, cash or 

card accepted.  To browse the catalogue or order 

ahead and collect on the day, please follow the link 

and select ‘continue shopping with Tracy 

Mannings’ Browse by Age - Books | Usborne | Be 

Curious 

 
❖ Nursery Places are Available for September 

2025.  Please see the link to apply:  

https://forms.office.com/e/QrLTXbRiMS  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/World-Book-Day-2025-low-cost-dressing-up-pack.pdf
https://usborne.com/gb/books/browse-by-age?partnerCode=MAN39238&utm_campaign=kidsbooksgalore&utm_source=partner-store&utm_medium=link-share
https://usborne.com/gb/books/browse-by-age?partnerCode=MAN39238&utm_campaign=kidsbooksgalore&utm_source=partner-store&utm_medium=link-share
https://forms.office.com/e/QrLTXbRiMS


MENU w/c 3rd March 2025  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Veggie Sausages & Gravy (Ve) 

(Red) 

❖ Macaroni Cheese (V) (Green)  

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Chicken Pasta Bake (Red) 

❖ Vegan Sausage Roll & Gravy (Ve) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Pork (Red) 

❖ Roast Quorn Fillet (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Beef Burger in a Bun (Red) 

❖ Tomato Bolognese (Ve) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Salmon & Sweet Potato Fishcake 

(Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) (Green) 

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue)  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Date Event 

06/03/25 World Book Day 

06/03/25 Usborne Book Fair from 3.10 pm 

20/03/25 Ruby Class Parents Evening (1 – 5 pm) 

21/03/25 Red Nose Day 

24/03/25 – 
04/04/25 

Big Walk & Wheel 

24/03/25 – 
26/03/25 

Mother’s Day Gift Shop 

27/03/25 Emerald Class Showcase 

02/04/25 Easter Church Service 

04/04/25 Last Day of Term 

07/04/25 – 
21/04/25 

Easter Break 

22/04/25 First Day Back 

05/05/25 Early May Bank Holiday 

12/05/25 – 
15/05/25 

KS2 SATS Week 

20/05/25 – 
23/05/25 

Diamond Class Activity Week 

26/05/25 – 
30/05/25 

Half Term 

02/06/25 Inset 5 

03/06/25 First Day Back 

06/06/25 PTA Non-Uniform Day 

14/06/25 Summer Fair 

24/06/25 Class Photos 

22/07/25 Leavers Service 

23/07/25 Last Day of Term 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

SIGN UP | StageSteps 

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

https://www.stagesteps.co.uk/sign-up
http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Free Masterclass | Supporting Children With a Limited Diet 

Slam Jam is Basket England’s 

official primary age 

programme designed to 

provide a great first-time 

experience to the sport in a 

fun, safe and engaging 

atmosphere!   

 

Slam Jam not only focuses on 

basketball related activity, but 

it also aims to improve the 

physical literacy and 

fundamentals of movement for 

all participants. 

 

Attendees will get six 

coaching sessions and a kit 

bag including a t-shirt, 

basketball and other goodies 

including a cap and a water 

bottle. 

https://hrt.maximusuk.co.uk/events/masterclass-supporting-children-with-a-limited-diet/

