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FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

A Busy and Productive Week at Spellbrook 
 
This week has been one of great energy, creativity, and learning at Spellbrook Primary School. As always, I am 

delighted to share some of the highlights from across our classes, as well as important notices for our school 

community. 

 
Sawbridgeworth Travel Challenge Week 

 
We began the week with our participation in the Sawbridgeworth Travel 

Challenge, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our pupils 

and their families for the effort and enthusiasm shown. It has been 

wonderful to see so many children choosing to walk to school and to hear 

how much enjoyment this has brought them. Walking to school not only 

supports healthy lifestyles but also builds a sense of community, and we are 

grateful to parents for encouraging and supporting this initiative. 

 
Ruby Class – The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
 

In Ruby Class, the children have been fully engaged in their work on the 

traditional tale The Three Billy Goats Gruff. They discovered a problem in the 

story when the goats’ bridge was broken, prompting the class to consider how 

the goats might cross the river safely. The pupils suggested that a raft or boat 

would be needed, which led to a series of exciting investigations. 

 

Working in groups, the children tested which goats would float or sink, finding 

that the largest goat would not float without assistance. Recalling last week’s 

experiments, when they discovered that lollipop sticks float, the class designed 

and built their own rafts using lollipop sticks and masking tape. Each raft was 

tested on water with goats of increasing size. While the largest goat managed 

to sink the individual rafts, the children collaborated to combine their designs 

into one large raft. To their delight, this structure proved strong enough to hold 

the biggest goat successfully. This project not only developed their 

understanding of materials and buoyancy but also demonstrated the value of teamwork, resilience, and problem-

solving. 

 
 
 
 



Sapphire Class – Little Red Riding Hood 
  

Sapphire Class have been focusing on the 

story of Little Red Riding Hood. The children 

have been developing their writing skills by 

retelling and adapting the tale, paying 

particular attention to the use of descriptive 

language. In addition, the pupils took their 

learning outside, where they explored the 

story through movement and role play. They 

carefully considered how each character might move, speak, and react in 

different situations, and then created role plays that brought the story vividly to life. This has helped the children 

to deepen their understanding of character and narrative, while also building confidence in self-expression. 

 

Emerald Class – The Stone Age 
 
Emerald Class have continued their studies of the Stone Age, and 

their enthusiasm for this topic has been a real highlight of the 

week. The children have been particularly excited about 

designing and creating their own Stone Age tools. Drawing upon 

their knowledge of how early humans lived, they imagined which 

tools might have been most useful and then produced designs 

that reflected both function and creativity. This project has 

encouraged the children to think critically about life in the past, 

to apply their historical knowledge, and to use their design and 

technology skills in imaginative ways. 

 
Diamond Class – Exploring the Planets 
 

Diamond Class have been captivated this week by their study of the 

planets in our solar system. The children have carried out research into 

the unique features of each planet, from the heat of Mercury to the icy 

atmosphere of Neptune. They have also explored questions such as 

what makes Earth habitable and how planets differ in size, composition, 

and orbit. 

 

To present their findings, the pupils created detailed and colourful 

posters that highlight the fascinating facts they discovered. Many of 

these posters included drawings of the planets, labelled diagrams, and 

interesting statistics. The results were both informative and 

imaginative, and the children should feel very proud of the effort they 

put into their work. Their curiosity about space has made for a truly 

inspiring week of learning. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notices and Announcements 
 
• Parent Governor Vacancy 

We are currently seeking a new Parent Governor to join the governing body at Spellbrook Primary School. 

This is a valuable role which provides parents with the opportunity to contribute to the strategic direction of 

the school and to support the ongoing success of our pupils. Further details will be shared shortly, but if you 

are interested in learning more, please do not hesitate to speak with me directly. I would be very happy to 

discuss the role further. 

• Harvest Festival 

Our Harvest Festival preparations are underway, and we are very grateful for the donations we have already 

received. Your generosity plays an important part in helping us to support those in need within our wider 

community, and we thank you sincerely for your contributions. 

• Reading at Home 

We would also like to extend our appreciation for the support families are providing with reading at home. It 

is clear to see the positive impact that regular reading practice has on the children’s progress, both in terms of 

fluency and comprehension. Encouraging a love of reading is one of the most valuable gifts we can give our 

pupils, and we thank you for your continued partnership in this area. 

Closing Thoughts 
 
It has been an exceptionally full and rewarding week here at Spellbrook Primary School. From problem-solving in 

Ruby Class to role play in Sapphire, creative design in Emerald, and scientific research in Diamond, our pupils have 

demonstrated curiosity, resilience, and a love of learning. 

 

I would once again like to thank you for your ongoing support of the school, and I wish you all a pleasant and restful 

weekend. 

 

Kind regards, 
 
Carly Cousins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  

      

                   Ruby 

                   Grace 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

❖ Rocco for making great choices. 

 
❖ Arthur for fantastic learning and 

concentration. 

 

 
Sapphire 

 
❖ Sidney for super listening and ideas. 

 
❖ Rowan, wishing him well in his new school. 

 Emerald 
 

❖ Jadon for fantastic reasoning in Maths. 
 
❖ Lucas for always giving his best in everything. 

 
Diamond 

 
❖ Donnie for his increased focus in lessons and 

an amazing score in his maths end of topic quiz. 
 
 
❖ Dylan for always focusing and for pushing his 

learning every day. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School 
Attendance – 91.46% 

 

Whole School Target Set – 96% 
 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 723 204, Option 1 and 
then leaving a message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise the 
school office to ensure a meal is ordered on time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 ❖ Gourmet Burger Day is on Thursday 2nd October.  

Children who do not normally have a school lunch 

are invited to join in with the rest of the school. 

 

❖ Harvest Service is on Monday 7th October from 

2.15 – 3.00 pm at Great St Mary’s Church, 

Sawbridgeworth.  The children will be travelling 

to church by coach after lunch.  Parents and carers 

are warmly invited to attend.  Children should be 

collected from the church at 3pm.  There will 

be NO afterschool clubs on the day.  A separate 

letter has been sent to parents of nursery children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MENU w/c 29th September 2025  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu 

Monday ❖ Bean & Cheese Slice (V) (Red) 

❖ Macaroni Cheese (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Chicken Pie with Gravy (Red) 

❖ Mild Mexican Bean Chilli (Ve) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Wednesday ❖ Roast Beef (Red) 

❖ Veggie Sausages with Gravy (Ve) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday GOURMET BURGER DAY 

❖ Beef Burger in a Bun (Red) 

❖ Quorn Hot Dog (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Salmon & Sweet Potato Fishcake 

(Red) 

❖ Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

 

  

Date Event 

02/10/25 Gourmet Burger Day 

07/10/25 Harvest Service 

13/10/25 Year 6 Online Health Questionnaire 

15/10/25 Year 6 Height/Weights (Sch. Nurse) 

20/10/25 Individual Photos 

23/10/25 Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

24/10/25 Inset 2 (School Closed) 

27/10/25 – 
31/10/25 

Autumn Half Term 2025 

26/11/25 Emerald Class Last Swimming Lesson 

27/11/25 Panto 

28/11/25 Occasional Day (School Closed) 

18/12/25 Christmas Service 

19/12/25 Last Day of Term 

05/01/26 Inset 3 (School Closed) 

06/01/26 Inset 4 (School Closed) 

07/01/26 First Day Back 

16/02/26 – 
20/02/26 

Spring Half Term 2026 

23/02/26 First Day Back 

27/03/26 Last Day of Term 

30/03/26 – 
10/04/26 

Easter Break 

13/04/26 First Day Back 

04/05/26 Early May Bank Holiday 2026 

22/05/26 Inset 5 (School Closed) 

25/05/26 – 
29/05/26 

Summer Half Term 2026 

01/06/26 First Day Back 

23/07/26 Last Day of Term 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



  
 


