
SPELLBROOK CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

FLOURISHING IN LOVE AND LEARNING 

NEWSLETTER – 16th January 2026 

VALUE: Perseverance 
Doing the Right Thing 

‘I can do all things through him who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13 

 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been a thoroughly enjoyable and productive week at school as we continue our Spring term.  Across all 
classes, the children have shown enthusiasm, curiosity, and a real commitment to their learning. We are pleased to 
share some of the highlights from this week. 
 

Ruby and Sapphire Class – An Inspiring Visitor 
 
Ruby and Sapphire Class were thrilled to welcome a local explorer, Pete 
Beatty, who came to share his incredible adventures. Pete is a dad, husband, 
and roofer from Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, who has a real passion for 
adventure. 
 
Pete’s love for exploration began with a goal to 
swim the English Channel, which he successfully 

completed twice – once as a solo swimmer in 2007 and again as part of a relay team in 
2009. Still seeking new challenges, he went on to walk an astonishing 1,700 miles from 
Cap Gris-Nez in France to Gibraltar in 2011. This incredible journey took 65 days, with 
Pete walking an average of 30 miles each day using a specially modified buggy. 

 
Inspired by adventurers John Ridgway and Chay Blyth, Pete 
has also dreamed of rowing the Atlantic Ocean – a challenge he is now preparing to 
undertake.  
 
The children listened with great excitement, asked thoughtful questions, and enjoyed 
seeing some of the equipment and materials Pete has used on his adventures. It was a truly 
inspiring visit that sparked curiosity and awe. 
 

 
Diamond Class – Science and Swimming 
 
In Diamond Class, the children have begun their new Science topic on Light. This week focused on identifying prior 
knowledge and exploring areas they would like to learn more about.  
 
The class has started investigating how we see, including learning about the different parts of the eye and their 
functions. 
 
Additionally, Diamond Class took part in their first swimming lesson this week.  
 
The children approached this new experience with enthusiasm and confidence, demonstrating excellent 
participation and behaviour. We look forward to continuing swimming lessons next Wednesday. 
 
 
 
 



Emerald Class – Visit to St Albans Cathedral 
 
Emerald Class have been reflecting on their wonderful visit to St Albans Cathedral. The children wrote 
thoughtfully about their experiences and the workshops they participated in during the day. 
 
St Albans Cathedral is one of the oldest and longest cathedrals in England. It is named after St Alban, Britain’s first 
Christian martyr, and has been a place of worship for over 1,700 years. The cathedral is famous for its stunning 
architecture, beautiful stained-glass windows, and rich history. 
 
The behaviour of Emerald Class throughout the visit was exemplary. The children conducted themselves with 
maturity and respect, and they were a true credit to the school. Very well done, Emerald Class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking Ahead – RE Day 
 
Next week, we will be holding our RE Day on Monday, where the children will be learning about the different 
religions of the world.  
 
We are very excited about this enriching and important learning opportunity.  Thank you, as always, for your 
continued support.  
 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing everyone back at school on Monday. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Carly Cousins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  

           Ruby            Sapphire           

          Sandasi            Evie           

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Ruby 
 

❖ Sandasi for great use of language. 

 
❖ Jesse for brilliant contributions and sharing. 

 
Sapphire 

 
❖ Noah for focused listening on the carpet.  

 
❖ Cara for contributing to lessons and a great 

attitude to learning. 

 Emerald 
 

❖ Milana for a fantastic Roman shield design. 
 
❖ Scarlett for always giving her best no matter 

what. 
 
❖ Issy for excellent independent work with her 

times tables. 
 

Diamond 
 

❖ Martha for increasing her writing stamina. 
 
 
❖ Tristan for fabulous focus in every lesson and 

for sharing more in class. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK  NOTICES 

Whole School 
Attendance – 92.48% 

 

Whole School Target Set – 96% 
 
 
Please contact school every day of any absence.  This 
can be done by calling 01279 723 204, Option 1 and 
then leaving a message on the absence line.   
 
If you are going to be late, please also advise the 
school office to ensure a meal is ordered on time. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ❖ Reception Screening (vision, hearing, heights & 

weights) – the school nurse will be in on 

Wednesday 21st January.  If you do not want your 

child to be screened, please contact the school 

nursing team on 0300 123 7572 or email:  

HCT.SHWBSWH@nhs.net  
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MENU w/c 19th January 2026  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Day Menu – Week 3 

Monday ❖ Beef Bolognese (Red) 

❖ Plant-Based Grill (Ve) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato with Grated Cheese 

(V) (Yellow) 

❖ Tuna Mayo Roll (Blue) 

Tuesday ❖ Breaded Chicken Katsu Curry (Red) 

❖ Cheese Pinwheel (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato with Tuna Mayo 

(Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (V) (Blue) 

Wednesday 
 

❖ Roast Chicken (Red) 

❖ Plant-Based Sausages & Gravy (Ve) 

(Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato with Baked Beans 

(Ve) (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (Blue) 

Thursday ❖ Quorn Burger (V) (Red) 

❖ Vegetarian Lasagne (V) (Green)   

❖ Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans 

(V) (Yellow) 

❖ Cheese Roll (V) (Blue) 

Friday ❖ Battered Fish Fillet (Red) 

❖ Margherita Pizza (V) Green 

❖ Jacket Potato with Grated Cheese 

(V) (Yellow) 

❖ Egg Mayo Roll (V) (Blue) 

 

  

Date Event 

19/01/26 World Religion Day 

21/01/26 Reception Screening (vision, hearing, 
heights & weights) 

13/02/26 PTA Break the Rules Day 

16/02/26 – 
20/02/26 

Spring Half Term 2026 

23/02/26 First Day Back 

23/02/26 Sapphire Trip to the Polar Museum 

05/03/26 World Book Day 

25/03/26 Diamond Class - Last Swimming Lesson 

26/03/26 Easter Service 

27/03/26 Last Day of Term 

30/03/26 – 
10/04/26 

Easter Break 

13/04/26 First Day Back 

04/05/26 Early May Bank Holiday 2026 

22/05/26 Inset 5 (School Closed) 

25/05/26 – 
29/05/26 

Summer Half Term 2026 

01/06/26 First Day Back 

23/07/26 Last Day of Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

www.gjwsports.co.uk  

http://www.gjwsports.co.uk/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 


