Phonics Guidance
Read Write Inc.
As you know, we follow the Read Write Inc. phonics scheme at school. The team at Read Write Inc. are busy preparing resources for parents to use at home. We will keep in touch over the coming weeks with regular updates however Read Write Inc. also recommend that you take the following steps to keep informed:

· Visit their websites https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/  and https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ .They aim to add to the parent section regularly during the school closures. On Oxford Owl for Home they will be offering eBooks matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonics Storybooks, Speed Sounds practice sheets, Ditty practice sheets, Parent information booklets and Speedy Green Word slideshows. To access the resources on Oxford Owl for Home, users need to create a free account. These resources will be added over the coming weeks.
· Like the Facebook page. They will share links, resources and promote online story time activities to support parents.
· Subscribe to their YouTube channel. They have already started to host live sessions as follows:
Set 1 Speed Sounds at 9.30 am and again at 12.30 pm
Set 2 Speed Sounds at 10.00 am and again at 1.00 pm

Set 3 Speed Sounds at 10.30 am and again at 1.30 pm

Please note: the films are streamed live and won’t be available at other times.

They’re also releasing a film of a poem for Reception and Year 1 children to join in with at 2.00 pm every day. The poems will be available on YouTube to watch again and again.

A great opportunity for children to learn these by heart!

Films for parents to help their child learn to read at home with Read Write Inc. Phonics are available on the website and YouTube channel as well. They’re adding a parent film to Facebook every day too.
Parent FAQs for Read Write Inc. Phonics
Glossary

Special Friends
Special friends are a combination of two or three letters representing one sound, e.g. ck, ay, igh, oa.

Fred Talk 

Fred the Frog is a character that helps children read and spell. He can say the sounds in words, but he can’t say the whole word, so children have to help him.

To help children read, Fred (the teacher) says the sounds and then children say the word.

For example, Fred says c-a-t, children say cat, Fred says l-igh-t, children say light.

Teachers are encouraged to use Fred Talk through the day, so children learn to blend sounds.

For example:

Play Simon Says: Put your hands on your h-ea-d/ f-oo-t/ kn-ee.

Put on your c-oa-t/ h-a-t/ s-c-ar-f.

Set the table with a b-ow-l/ f-or-k/ s-p-oo-n.

Fred in your Head
Once children can sound out a word, we teach them to say the sounds silently in their heads.

We show them how to do this by:

1. Whispering the sounds and then saying the whole word;

2. Mouthing the sounds silently and then saying the whole word;

3. Saying the whole word straight away.

Perfect Pencil Grip

Children sit at a table to write.

They hold up a pencil in a tripod pencil grip with the non-writing hand flat holding their paper.
What resources can I buy to support my child’s reading and writing at home?

It could be useful to buy the speed sounds flashcards. You can purchase them from Amazon to support your child with blending at home:

•
Set 1/2/3 flashcards
Red Group (Mrs Hasty) are on Set 1 but would be aiming to also start Set 2 next term. Pink Group (Mrs Newman), Orange Group (Mrs LeDuc/Miss Green) and Yellow Group (Mrs Fiddes) are at different stages of Set 3. It may also be useful to have previous flashcard sets so that they do not forget.

Additionally you may like to buy:
•
My Reading and Writing Kit age 3-5 – Set 1 Speed Sounds and blending

•
My Reading and Writing Kit ages 5-7 – Red Ditty books

•
My Reading and Writing Kit ages 5-7- Set 2 Speed Sounds, Green and Purple Storybooks
If you are not able to buy these, please use the speed sounds charts that I am sending along with this letter to support their learning.
How can I support my child’s phonics and reading?

Here are the top five things you can do.
1.
Ask your child to read the Speed Sound chart speedily 

2.
Use Fred Talk to help your child read and spell words 

3.
Listen to your child read their Read Write Inc. Storybook every day 

4.
Practise reading Green and Red Words in the Storybook speedily

5.
Read stories to your child every day.

What has my child brought home to read?

•
‘Last and past’ Storybooks: contain sounds and words the children know. These are Storybooks they have read before, for extra practice. Please don’t worry that books are too easy. Children enjoy re-reading stories they know well. Their speed and understanding improves on every read. 
•
More Storybooks from the colour group that they are on. This may include sounds that they are less familiar with. Please note: Yellow group were about to move on to Blue so we have sent some Blue books as well. 
•
Picture books to share with you: read these stories to children or encourage them to retell the story by looking at the pictures. They are not expected to read the story themselves.
•
Red Word book pages: challenge your child to read the Red Words speedily across the rows and down the columns. Set a timer – can they beat yesterday’s time?
How can I support my child to learn Set 1 sounds and to blend?

•
Use pure sounds, not letter names. Watch the ‘how to say the sounds’ parent film on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ 
•
Watch the ‘Reading the stretchy sounds with your child’, ‘Reading the bouncy sounds with your child’ and ‘Reading the digraphs with your child’ parent films on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/  to see how to teach Set 1 sounds

•
Practise reading known Set 1 Speed Sounds cards speedily if you have them. If needed, show your child the picture side of the card to help them remember the sound.

We teach children to read and spell using Fred. He is a toy frog who can say the sounds in words, but not the whole word. Children have to help him.

To help children learn to blend, we say the sounds as Fred and then children repeat the sounds and say the whole word. 

Here are two ways you can use Fred Talk at home:

1.
Play Fred Games together – see Fred Games document on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ 
2.
Speak like Fred throughout the day e.g. time for l-u-n-ch! Let’s p-l-ay!

•
Watch the ‘Sound-blending’ parent film on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ 
How can I support my child to learn Set 2 or 3 sounds?
•
Watch the ‘Set 2/3 tutoring’ film on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ 
•
Help your child practise reading known Speed Sounds cards speedily if you have them. If needed, show your child the picture side of the card to help them remember the sound.

How do I listen to my child read?

Your child has a Storybook matched to the sounds and words they know – a decodable book – so they should be able to read all the words.

Please avoid saying, “This book is too easy for you!” but instead say “I love how well you can read this book!”

‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word
Remind your child to read words using ‘Special Friends, Fred Talk, read the word’ (see glossary).

For example ‘ship’: spot the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to read the word e.g. sh, sh-i-p, ship. 

Red Words

Red Words are also known as common exception or tricky words. They occur in stories regularly (said, what, where) but have unusual letter combinations (‘ai’ in the word ‘said’ makes the sound ‘e’).

Remind your child not to use Fred Talk to read Red Words but instead to ‘stop and think’. 

Tell them the word if you need to.

Read the same book again and again 

Children love reading the same book again and again. Their reading becomes speedier and they understand what they are reading.

•
Encourage your child to read words using ‘Fred in your head’ (see glossary) 

•
Show your child how to read the story in a storyteller voice

•
Share your enjoyment of the story when they read it again and again.

What do I do with the picture books? 

One of the most important things you can do as a parent at home is read to your child. 

Loving stories is important because children who love stories want to read stories for themselves. Children who read a lot become better readers.
Here are some top tips for storytime:

1.
Make it a treat – introduce each new book with excitement

2.
Make it a special quiet time – cuddle up!

3.
Show curiosity in what you’re going to read

4.
Read the story once without stopping so they can enjoy the whole story. If you think your child might not understand something say something like ‘Oh I think what’s happening here is that…”

5.
Chat about the story e.g. I wonder why he did that? Oh no, I hope she’s not going to…

6.
Avoid asking questions to check what they remember

7.
Link to other stories and experiences you have shared e.g. this reminds me of…

8.
Read favourite stories over and over again – encourage your child to join with the bits they know. Avoid saying ‘not that story again!’

9.
Use different voices – be enthusiastic!

10.
Love the book – read with enjoyment

How can I help my child to practise their handwriting?

Remind your child:

•
To hold their pencil in ‘perfect pencil grip’ (see glossary)

•
Say the handwriting phrase to help them form the letter correctly – see Handwriting Phrases on http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ . I have also attached this.
·        Challenge your child to see how many sounds they can write in a minute. 

Say the sound and children write e.g. ‘write m’, ‘write s’, ‘write w’.

How can I help my child to spell words?

•
Encourage your child to use Fred Fingers to spell words

•
Ask your child to say the sounds in the word as they press the sounds onto their fingers

•
Ask your child to then write the letters – if they get stuck, say the sounds again

•
Praise your child for spelling using the sounds they know, even if their handwriting is not perfect.

How else can I develop my child’s language? 

Children will have a large vocabulary if they are part of a ‘talk-a-lot’ family:

•
Use every opportunity to talk with your child throughout the day – meal times, playing together, bath time

•
Use new and ambitious vocabulary e.g. miserable instead of sad, stroll instead of walk

•
Speak to your child in complete sentences

•
Make up stories together - there’s no need to write it down
Other Useful Sites: 

Teach Your Monster To Read
For extra (and fun) phonics learning at home, I also recommend the website Teach your Monster to Read. Teach your Monster to Read is an award-winning series of games which help children to master the key first stages of reading.  It’s been created by the Usborne Foundation, led by Peter Usborne (of Usborne Publishing).
It’s free to play on a PC and laptop at TeachYourMonsterToRead.com, or you can download the Teach Your Monster to Read app from the app store on phones and tablets.  
More about the game

The games develop children’s speed and accuracy of letter and sound recognition by taking them on a fantastic adventure through magical worlds where they meet island kings and collect letters to win prizes.  Children adopt and customise a monster, who they guide through the learning process. 

Find out more at teachyourmonstertoread.com 
Where to Start

The phases on this website are not aligned to the ‘Sets’ used in Read Write Inc so I recommend that Red Read Write Inc group (Mrs Hasty) start at First Steps. Yellow (Mrs Fiddes), Pink (Mrs Newman) and Orange (Mrs LeDuc/Miss Green) groups should start at Fun With Words. Some of the content will be revision for the children and some will be new learning. If your child finds Fun With Words difficult, go back to First Steps. If your child finishes First Steps and has a secure knowledge of the sounds taught at that stage, move on to Fun With Words. If your child finishes Fun With Words and has a secure knowledge of the sounds taught at that stage, move on to Champion Reader. I recommend concentrating on just one sound per day. If your child is in Year 2 and doesn’t do Read Write Inc (Mrs Smith’s reading group) but you think they would benefit from continued phonics revision, I recommend starting at Champion Reader.
First Steps – Overview of Content

· Practice for 31 letter-sound combinations:

s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss, j, qu, v, w, x, y, z, zz

· Blending and segmenting practice with CVC words

· The first 6 non-decodable (‘tricky”) words

Fun With Words – Overview of Content

· Introduction and practice of new graphemes / phonemes:

ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er
· Lots of blending and segmenting practise with CVC, CVCC, CCV and CCVC words (C- Consonant, V-Vowel), plus words with adjacent consonants and some polysyllabic words.

· Introduction and practice of tricky words: he, she, the, to, we, me, be, was, no,

go, my, you, they, her, all, are, said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there,

little, one, do when, out, what.
· Reading and comprehension of sentences and captions such as ‘Get the jam’, ‘Can you get her red hat?’, ‘He said “Can you get me some chips?”’
Champion Reader – Overview of Content

· Introduction and practice of new graphemes:

ay (ai) ou (ow) ie (igh) ea (ee) oy (oi) ir (ur) ue (oo) aw (or) wh (w) ph (f) ew (oo) oe (oa), plus split digraphs a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

· Alternative ways of pronouncing known graphemes:

i (pronounced igh) ow (pronounced oa) y (pronounced ee) o (pronounced oa) ie (pronounced ee) ch (pronounced k) c (pronounced s) ea (pronounced e) ou (pronounced oa) g (pronounced j) u (pronounced oo) a (pronounced o)

· Introduction and practice of further new graphemes including multiple

graphemes for the same phoneme family:

tch (ch) wr (r) mb (m) ve (v) nk (ng-k) le (l) y (i) dge (j) o (u) gn (n) a al (ar) are ear (air) eer ere (ear) or ear (ur) ou ui (oo) sc st se (s) a ei eigh (ai) ore oor augh (or)

· Lots of blending and segmenting practice

· Introduction and practice of tricky words: oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, your, give, water, where, who, again, thought, through, work, mouse, any, many, laughed, because, diferent, eyes, friends, once, please, could, would, should

· Reading and comprehension of sentences, rhymes, and very short stories.

Phonics Play

Another site that you may find useful to support your child’s phonics and early reading is Phonics Play https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ . The website has become free to use with the username march20 and password home. The website offers plans, games and printables.
I hope this information is useful and that you and your families are all keeping well,
Mrs Smith
